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Pusuic Law 601, 79TH Conearess 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


# 


é 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United State 
of America ii: Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


RuLE X 
SEC, 121, STANDING COMMITTEES 
7” . * * 7 » * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members 
RULE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* Ls a > 7 

(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces 
sary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such in- 
vestigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
désignated by any such chairman or member. 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83p CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 
7 4 * * . . 


RuLE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 
the following standing committees: 
- * » * * & * 
q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members 


+ > ~ + * * * 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * o + ” . 
17. Committee yn | Americar \ ivities 
{ Al in Activities 
The ¢ tee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
e ! e fron tim estigations of (1) the extent, char- 
‘ ind ts of un-A n prop nda activities in the United States, 





2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
is instigated f n foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 

cks the vrinciple of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 





» Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 





Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
n, together with sucl mmendations as it deems advisable. 
lor the purpose of a1 h investigation, the Committee on Un-American 


Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 

1 places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 

cessed, or s adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 


INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
ALBANY, N. Y., AREA—PART 2 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 1953 


UNITED States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE 
on Un-American ACTIVITIES, 


Albany, N. Y. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to recess, at 10:30 a. m., in court room No. 1 of the 
Federal Building, Albany, N. Y., Hon. Bernard W. Kearney (chair- 
man of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Bernard W. Kearney 
(chairman of the subeommittee) and Gordon H. Scherer. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Thomas 
W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk; and James A. Andrews and Earl L. Fuoss, 
investigators. 

Mr. Kearney. The committee will be in order. 

TAVENNER. Mr. Chairman, I would like to call as the first wit- 
ess Mr. John Mills Davis. 

Will you come forward, please, oe Davis 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Davis, will you hold up your right hand? 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give before 
this committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Davis. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN MILLS DAVIS 


Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your full name, please, Mr. Davis? 

Mr. Davis. Your Honor, I would like to make a request that this 
portion of the hearing of the testimony not be broadcast. 

Mr. Kearney. Under the rules of the committee, your request is 
granted. 

Mr. TaveNnNER. Will you state your full name, please, sir? 

Mr. Davis. John Mills Davis. 

Mr. TavENNER. Mr. Davis, it is the practice of the committee to 
explain to each witness that he has the right to counsel if he so 
desires, and has the right to consult counsel at any time during the 
hearing that an occasion may require. It is noted that you do not 
have counsel with you. Do you desire counsel ? 

Mr. Davis. No, sir; I do not. 

Mr. TavENNER. When and where were you born, Mr. Davis? 

Mr. Davis. Chicago, IIl., 1913 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you te “ae or tense \ittee, please, what your edu- 
cational training has consisted « that is, your formal educational 
training? 

Mr. Davis. High school; extra courses 1n peci ilized fields, and 


also some academic. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your record 
of employment has been, beginning with 1930? 

Mr. Davis. Well, in 1930 I was working in the department stores 
in Gimbel Bros. in New York. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. How long did you remain employed by Gimbel 
Bros. in New York? 

Davis. I was there until 1940—maybe 1941. I left there in— 
at a short period, working for an electric company in New York, at 
which time I went to night school and took up the special information 
necessary for marine electrical work. This lasted less than a year, 
and after that I was employed as a shipyard worker, primarily in the 
Todd Shipyards in Brook lyn, as an electrician. 

Mr. Tavenner. Approximately when did your exployment begin 
and end at the Todd Shipyard Co. ? 

Mr. Davis. Roughly from 1942, I would say, until I was drafted in 
7 se ‘rvice in 1944. 

TAVENNER. How long did you remain in the armed services ? 

oe Davis. I remained in the armed services until 1946. 

After I came out, I worked as an aluminum worker for a while. I 
worked as an iron worker, as an electrician for a little while. 

After that, I worked here in Albany for the Communist Party, the 
State organ of the Communist Party. 

After that, I worked as a fireman, and I’m employed as a fireman 
now. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say you worked for the Communist Party here 
in the city of Albany? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sit 

Mr. TavennER. Did you have a title, or what was your exact position 
in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. I was the organizer for the Communist Party in the 
Albany area, including Troy, Cohoes, and Watervliet. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Mr. Davis, let us go back for a moment to the 
city of New York. Did you become, first, a member of the Communist 
Party in the city of New York? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. In 1939 I was working in the department 
stores and communism and Communists began to be ts ilked about. I 
became curious, and got hold of some C ommunist wri itings, and read 
the Daily Worker; and from there I went to the Rand School and took 
some courses in the working class. 

And Rand School is an anti-Communist school. It is known as a 
Socialist school. 

From there, I went to a workers’ school and took some further 
courses. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Now, when you say you went to the workers’ school. 
is that a school maintained and operated by the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. It was at the time. I believe it’s been discontinued. 

Mr. Tavenner. At that time it was a school maintained by the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. TaveNNeR. In New York? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Proceed, please. 

Mr. Davis. After finishing these courses, I decided I wanted to join 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Now, let me interrupt you there a moment. How 
long did you attend this Communist Party school in New York? 

Mr. Davis. Well, if I throw it together with the time I started 
studying, the period would cover, say, 6 months’ time. The workers’ 
school itself—I couldn’t recall. [t was part of that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the committee who conducted the 
courses which you took in the workers’ school ? 

Mr. Davis. I’m sorry, I can’t remember who conducted the courses. 
They were men and women who wrote either in the Daily Worker or 
wrote Communist literature. They were Communists, publicized as 
such through the Communist press. 

Mr. Tavenner. They were open members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Davis. They were what you would call open members. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give the committee just a general idea of 
the type of instruction which you received there? 

Mr. Davis. The instruction you receive in the Communist school 
will roughly cover studies called imperialism, studies of the Com- 
munist Party structure; studies of the strategy and tactics. 

Mr. Scuerer. Strategy and tactics for what? 

Mr. Davis. Study of general strategy and tactics. I'll go into it 
more later; and, oh, studies of writings by Communists of what the 
Soviet Union had accomplished in a period of time since the Com- 
munist revolution. 

I believe this would cover the subjects I studied. If the question 
is what was taught, there were also specialized courses in breakdowns 
of any one of these subjects. However, I think in the later testi- 
mony 

Mr. TaveNNER. Well, as a result of these courses which you took in 
the workers’ school in New York, I understand you decided you would 
attempt to join the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. As I said, I became convinced I wanted to join the Com- 
munist Party because, through a study—and, of course, going along 
with the study must be a belief though you may think at the time 
it is an understanding, it’s more based on an acceptance of the things 
that are taught. 

It looks very good to become a member of the Communist Party. 
In the first place, you can picture yourself as a leader of the people, 
and as knowing more and knowing the answers to all of the national, 
local, international questions, having very complete and concise an- 
swers, where the other 99 and about 97 percent of the American people 
aren’t so equipped. 

So, from this point of view, it feels good to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Scuerer. May I interrupt just a minute? 

When you say “other people,” what do you mean by that? Future 
leadership, should the Communist conspiracy succeed? Is that in 
the bac aan of it? 
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Mr. Davis. I am not surprised, sir, you don’t completely under- 
stand what leadership of the people means, because after my member- 
ship in the Communist Party I also didn’t completely understand what 
it meant. It’s left to you and it’s broad enough that you can interpret 
it to make yourself feel just as big as your own personality wants you 
to feel. 

If you want to make it specific, I’m afraid you'll have to take any 
specific answer from a Communist work. They'll give it to you very 
clearly what they mean by “leader of the people.” 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, we have heard a lot of witnesses and I just 
wondered what you had in mind when you said “leadership of the 
people.” 

Mr. Davis. What I had in — at the time as leadership of the 
people was by being a Communist you would be able to give to the 
people si mething that they didn’ t have and something that the vy would 
want to have; and also another attitude that you can develop upon 
believing these works written by the Communists is that you are ina 
position where any weaknesses or any faults you find can immediately 
be turne ye blamed on what the Communists call the capitalist system. 
I mean erything bad can be blamed on the Communist system— 
pardon me—can be blan id on the capitalist system, and everything 
good that takes place, such asa worker hap pens to get an increase or a 
day off, why, that can be laid to the credit of the Communists, and if 
the same worker happens to lose out and maybe find himself out of a 
job, why, he can then blame that on the capits alists. 

So, it’s a very pat way of living, where you find yourself sitting very 

comfortably, not feeling sorry for a worker who might be in a bad 
situation, but merely telling him it’s the fault of the capitalist system, 
And these reasons put together give you a set of illusions which, if 
vou believe the writings and te: achings of the Communist Party, it’s 
a very comfortable thing to join. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, the result is that you did become a member. 

Will you tell the committee just how you went about becoming a 
member of the ] party ? 

Mr. Davis. Well, I was very independent. I went to the Communist 
section headquarters and got a card for myself and filled it out and 
handed it in to the Communist section headquarters there in New York 
City. 

I was later contacted by someone from the department stores, and I 
don’t recall who the individual was, and taken into the group working 
in the department stores. 

There were a number in the department stores, and the only indi- 
viduals that I can recall were William Michaelson, who held an offi- 
cial position in the union 

Mr. Tavenner. That is William Michaelson ? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. 

Helen Jacobson, who was very busy in all union work, and work 
in other organizations; also in the Communist Party itself. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the first name? 

Mr. Davis. Helen. 

Mr. Tavenner. Helen Jacobson ? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. 
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There was Mary Kotick, who was also very active in a leadership 
yay in the union, as well as in the Communist activities, and at that 
time in this American League for Peace and Democracy organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name, please 4 

Mr. Davis. I can spell it, but I wouldn’t bet on its being a correct 
spelling. If you wish me to spell it, as I hear it, I will do that for 
you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, try to spell it as you pronounced it, if you 
are not certain of the spelling. 

Mr. Davis. It is K-o-t-i-c-k. 

And there was a William Bender, who was more on the order of a 
social leader in the union, and among the party members, social in 
the sense that he always had a good party going and was the life of 
the party, very amusing, and before I left the department stores, 
this William Bender had dropped out entirely of all union activity 
and had left the store, and the rumor was that he had also left the 
party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I would like for you, incidentally, to men 
tion, where any person’s name has been mentioned as having been a 
member of the Communist Party, if there are any facts within you 
knowledge which would indicate that they have left the party. If 
there are any such facts within your knowledge, you should give the 
committee that information. 

Mr. Davis. Well, as I said, this William Bender was the only one 
that I remember, and the word was that he had left the party: and | 
know it was preceded by a complete drop in the activity, all affairs of 
the union and the party. 

And there were many others there in the group, in the department 
store, but I can’t remember who they were. 

There was one individual—I remember a name—and I also remem- 
ber there were a couple of individuals by the same name, and I don’t 
remember his first name. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, if you are uncertain and there were a number 
of people by the same name in the same department store, I think you 
should not mention them. 

Now, did you use an assumed name when you became a party 
member ? 

Mr. Davis. Well, no, sir. One of my main weaknesses was, if I 

wanted to be a Communist, I didn’t care too much who knew it; and 
when I joined, I believe it was Michaelson who told me I would find 
out later why it was necessary to work under cover, but I never did 
use an assumed name. 

Mr. Scuerrer. What position does Michaelson hold today, if you 
know ¢ 

Mr. Davis. I can’t say, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. What position did he hold at the time you had con- 
tact with him ¢ 

Mr. Davis. He was in the top leadership of the union. The title I 
don’t recall. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is that the same Michaelson who testified before us 
in New York, Mr. Counsel, just a few weeks ago ? 

Mr. TavenneRr. I am advised it is the same person. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am sure it is. 
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Mr. Tavenner. And my recollection is that Michaelson, when he 
appeared as a witness, refused to answer all material questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes; he took the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

What was the name of the union? 

Mr. Davis. Local 2, Retail-Wholesale Department Store Workers 
of America. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us that again, please? 

Mr. Davis. Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Workers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the number of the local? 

Mr. Davis. Local 2. 

Mr. Tavenner. In New York City? 

Mr. Davis. In New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee very briefly what the 
principal interests of that group of the Communist Party were and 
what work they engaged in? 

Mr. Davis. e reference to the w ion, the principal interest of the 
Communist Party was to keep it well-organized and | keep it strong 
and keep urging ‘th people to bring their grievances up so they could 
be settled. It was pret tty w holly the type of an influence which would 


lead the members of e department store to look toward these Com- 
munists as people primarily interested in their welfare. 
lhe catch in this is that somebody, beginning to be influenced by 


this attitude of the Communists would iminediately begin to be con- 
tacted and given doses in pamphlet, leaflet, or a meeting form of the 
propaganda that I learned at the schools. The imperialism stretched 
out and broadened to include almost anything that individual might 
develop a dislike for in his present life. They would begin to be 
influenced with propagan da stating how well off and how superior 
the workers in the Soviet Union were making out in comparison to 
themselves 

If they really showed promise, they might be given information 
showing them how there was a Communist Party around that could 
give them an opportunity to help the members of their union, the 
way it could be shown that the Communists were helping the mem- 
bers of the union and the workers in the store 

Their influence is aimed to make people sympathetic in the long 
run to the Communists as leaders and follow them in National, State, 
all issues, so that the Communists, by establishing their influence in 
the union, on a genuine basis, and genuinely attempting to help those 
workers, whose helping would result in their becoming favorable to 
the attitudes of the Communist Party. By doing this, they would be 
able to broaden their influence along the lines of the national i issues, 
make these people accept what they have to say on any issue that 
might be in the forefront at the time. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did this William Michaelson advocate the things 
you have been telling us in the last few minutes? 

Mr. Davis. William Michaelson was a leader in the union, as I 
have said, and he was a leader in the 0d and he was extremely 
well educated in many lines and his influence was felt in every 
activity. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Counsel, I have a picture here of William 
Michaelson, who testified before the committee. 

Mr. Davis. Is that the picture out of one of the New York papers? 
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He’s got his chin covered, and I couldn’t positively recognize Wil- 
liam Michaelson without his chin. 

Mr. Scuerrer. Yes; his chin is covered. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a member of the group 
at Gimbel Bros. ? 

Mr. Davis. Well, maybe 6 months before I left the department 
stores. 

You see, up until this period I had been a supervisor in the depart- 
ment stores, a petty supervisor—a nice, soft job. About this time, in 
fooling around among some of the people I was supervising, it hap- 
pened one of these people got their glasses broken and this indi- 
vidual was not very favorable to the union. So I was very quickly 
removed from the position as supe rvisor and the comrades weren't too 
successful in replacing me, but they did put me back in the store of 
the capacity as stockman. Whereas I remained loy: ul and found many 
excuses for this, I at the same time didn’t like the new position too 
well. Then I left to go into this electrical manufacturing and assem- 
bling plant and take up the course—I had some electrical background— 
to br ush up on electric ity as it applies to marine work. 

When I finished the course, I left that place and went into defense 
production in the shipyards—and this 5 the answer to how long I 
was in. I was in until I went into the shipyards and then 1 was 
transferred. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean your membership in the Communist 
Party was transferred ¢ 

Mr. Davis. My membership in the Communist Party was trans- 
ferred to a shipyard local. 

Well, in the shipyards I was working 20 days, with 1 day off, work- 
ing 10 hours a day, with sometimes extra overtime, and I had very 
little time for any work, and maybe attended 1 or 2 of the meetings; 
and I was a member—I mean I considered myself a member, and I 
was considered a member, but it’s—as far as Communist activity there, 
I have no knowledge of it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have any recollection of the names of the 
persons that were involved in the Communist Party group in the ship 
yards? 

Mr. Davis. I don’t remember any of them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, that brings you up to the time of your induc- 
tion into the Armed Forces, doesn’t it? 

Mr. Davis. I was inducted into the Armed Forces and during the 
time I was there the Armed Forces sent me to school for practically 
the entire time I was in the Navy, and finished up by assigning me 
to the west coast to be shipped out with radar maintenance work and 
at that time the war ended. During this time I read when I could 
get hold of literature and Communist work, only insofar as I talked 
to other people in my line—and my way of speaking was by that time 
pretty thoroughly saturated with Communist ways of speaking. The 
Communist language, while it’s written the same, it’s cert: Linly not 
the same in content or purpose as the normal American and normal 
English language, and that would constitute my Communist Party 
membership and work and until I was discharged from the Navy in 
1946. 
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Then, in 1946, I came back and my wife was living on the East Side 
in New York. I was taken into the East Side section there in New 
York. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean the East Side section of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Davis. It had another name. I don’t remember—it was, I 
believe, on Second Street. I think it was the Henry Forbes section. 

Mr. Kearney. What was that name? 

Mr. Davis. Henry Forbes. Hank Forbes, they would call it. He 
had been a Communist who I believe died in the Spanish civil war, 
or some place, and they named it in honor of him; but the see tion —— 

Mr. Tavenner. The spelling is F-o-r-b-e-s, isn’t it? 

Mr. Davis. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. The reason I said that is it is a little hard to under- 
stand over the speaking system the exact pronunciation at times, and 
I merely wanted to clarify it. 

Mr. Davis. Oh, yes; I understand now. 

Well, probably one of my biggest failings when I was in the Com- 
munist Party—I was a very good leg man and always had my mouth 
open, but my eyes and ears were pretty well shut; and while this might 
have been some value to the Communist Party, I find it now more than 
a little embarrassing how few things I can remember in the space of 
time what I was doing, what I considered so much. 

In this Henry Forbes’ section—it was a neighborhood section— 
it was very close to the Communist Party National and State head- 
quarters on—on, I believe, 13th or 12th Streets—and, as a result, I do 
remember the writer Mike Gold. 

See, when I try to remember these things by myself I can’t. Mike 
Gold was a writer and, I mean, when I try to remember them as a 
result of thinking at this time, not indicating somebody has made me 
remember them in case it’s picked up. 

Mike Gold and Carl Brodsky, another well-known insurance man, 
was a member there, and our section organizer, I believe was his title, 
Wallach. 

Mr. TavenneER. Will you spell the name, please ? 

Mr. Davis. W-a-]-l-a-c-h. 

I was very active here in terms of distributions, in terms of going 
to many meetings, in terms of canvassing. 

I was even at one time a chairman of one of the branches in this 
section, but I don’t recall any of the other people who worked with 
me in the section. 

Now, it takes me up until the time—it was while I was at this 
section, the East Side section, that a woman who was the section 
chairman—and I don’t remember her name—asked me if I would 
consider becoming an organizer, a paid organizer for the Communist 
Party. 

Well, this looked very good to me. I liked this, because this gave 
me reason to further believe in the illusions which I had accepted, 
and to further see myself as developing as a leader of the people, and 
to maybe have a little bit of thinking done on developing some of 
these pat answers which were always ready for every issue ; and I 
was very glad at the time being asked to become an organizer for the 
Communist Party. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Can you fix the approximate date of that interview ? 

Mr. Davis. I would say it was in the fall of 1947—sometime before 
September. 

Well that would place it as near as I can. 

Upon stating that I would like to become an organizer for the 
Communist Party, I was sent to the State headquarters on 13th Street, 
and there interviewed by George Blake, who held a position in the 
State apparatus. I think he was organizational director for the 
Borough of Manhattan, and he disc vussed with me my background, 
activity and education, and referred me to Robert Thompson, who was 
at the time the State chairman of the Communist Party. Thompson, 
I believe, is the man who put the final O. K. on me, and he arranged 
that I should meet Harold Klein, who was then the area organizer for 
this upstate eastern New York. 

Subsequently Harold Klein called for me at my house and took me 
up here to Albany. 

Well, no, before this, Thompson suggested and recommended that 
I take a refresher course before I take over my assignments as organ- 
izer for the party. 

Mr. TavennER. Will you tell us about that refresher course ? 

Mr. Davis. Now, the refresher course was conducted by leaders of 
the party whose names I recognized at the time because they were 
writers and speakers for the party, whose names I have no recollection 
of now. 

The classes were composed of a group of promising Communists 
throughout New York City, who I hadn’t met before and I haven’t 
met since, and who I also don’t recall any of their names. 

The courses were Communist courses. They were, first, a course in 
imperialism. Well, imperialism, original imperialism, was written, 
I think, about Germany, and since then a book covering the same data 
has been written about almost every country; and, of course, there 
have been books written on the same subject about the United States. 

The subject of imperialism is a great collection of technical data and 
technical facts. It’s a collection of the organization of the particular 
country you happen to be in, in terms of who its economic and political 
leaders are. 

(Representative Bernard W. Kearney left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Davis. The importance of the course in imperialism—and it’s a 
very complete course and the use of a very vital weapon in the educa- 
tion of—in this case, in the education of the American people, to the 
end of instilling a complete distrust and a complete hatred and 
complete attitude on their part that all of their troubles are due to 

capitalism; and upon acceptance of such a course you have in your 
hands the weapon—very little variations—what I mean is: If you are 
in a union, you apply it to your union and manage _ If you are 
in a broader organiz: ition, such as the American League for Peace and 
Democracy, you apply it to your party and the Soviet Union, the Com- 
munist section, as against the democratic sections of the world. 
Wherever you are, it’s played in such a way as to develop a complete 
distrust and a complete disrespect for your own way of life and for 
your government, for your leaders in all fields of economic, social, and 
political spheres of life. 

Mr. Scuerer. Including your religious beliefs? 
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Mr. Davis. Well, it’s rather difficult to say including religious be- 
liefs. You say, if you believe the doctrine of communism, there’s not 
very much need to directly do anything so dangerous as directly 
attack your religious beliefs, because in order to accept these doctrines 
of communism, you must replace your god, whoever it might be, what- 
ever it might be, with the god of the current leader of the Soviet 
Union. I mean Lenin, Stalin, probably now Malenkov, or in the 
case of this country you must begin to worship your own leader. Most 
of my time I believe it was Earl Browder. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, then, it was a sort of subtle or indirect attack 
on the religious beliefs ¢ 

Mr. Davis. Well, I think the religious organizations in this country 
are a major organization in all respects, and as such when I say it’s 
made to make you distrust and disrespect all major organizations I 
certainly don’t think it would exclude anything so tremendous in size 
and influence as the churches, so that— 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know, from your experience, that the great 
religions and religious institutions of this country are considered by 

the Communists as one of the oreat t obstacles to their successs ¢ 

Mr. Davis. Religious institutions are considered, I think, more cor 
rectly by the Communists as a tremendous mass organization, with 
tremendous mass influence, which must be weake ned if the Commu- 
nists are going to make any advances on the economic front. 


So, while their interest in religion may be tremendous, nevertheless, 
the primary interest is in the economic organizations, because they 


must break the influence that the religion might have over them in 
order to make such a thing as imperialism, which I am referring to 
here, be accepted by an individual. 

They can’t accept the complete disrespect for their own Govern- 
ment and their own ways of life if they don’t at the same time accept 
it with reference to such a major portion of their life as religion, and 
I’m not speaking g merely of the organized church attendance but, 
rather, of the religious feelings and the religious background of the 
American people. 

Mr. Scuerer. Then what I said is true—that religion or the re- 
ligious institutions were considered as a great obstacle to the spread 
of Communist doctrine nat ommunist cons spire acy ¢ 

Mr. Davis. I believe that if you are considering religion a major 
organization, with a major influence, in this country, then it’s a major 
obstacle to the Communists. 

Mr. Scuerer. Go ahead, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. TaveENNER. You were speaking of the courses. 

Mr. Davis. Yes; the refresher course in reference to imperialism. 

Then there’s always a course on the Soviet Union. The course on 
the Soviet Union would give you the weapon which would make the 
group which you are attempting to influence see that there is some- 
thing better because the Soviet Union, as it is taught by the Com- 
munists, is a great place, and that everybody who is there is very 
happy, and that all of the workers, especially, just love to work on 
piecework and work extra hard for the state, whereas here the piece- 
worker only works extra hard for his extra piecework bonus; but with 
this course on the Soviet Union, you have the opposite of your course 
on imperialism, where you are taught to respect and look toward the 
Soviet Union as the great leader in world affairs. 
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This also is a weapon you're constantly using when you're in the 
field doing Communist Party work. You must at all times tell every- 
thing that you have learned in reference to the Soviet Union and 
everything that you have believed in order to have these same people 
who you teach to distrust, disrespect their own ways of life, to look 
toward another way of life, which they can put in its place. 

Another major point in such discussion is the study of the Commu- 
nist Party itself—and here is your study of the organization which is 
going to do the leading—the study of how it can be organized so that 
it can, with a minimum of influence, at the proper moment, exert a 
maximum result in terms of attaining control of the—it doesn’t have 
to be nationwide control, in terms of obtaining control of a union, 
group organization, neighborhood organization, or any other organi- 
zations where they happen to have influence. 

The study of the Communist Party is the study of the group that 
is going to take away this imperialism which you have been taught to 
disrespect and to dislike and to hate, and in its place to put some- 
thing which will be as good to you as the Soviet Union has allegedly 
been to its people; and, of course, you study, then, the strategy and 
tactics, which is a study of how you're going to use these people who 
aren’t convinced by the Communists that the Communists are right, 
and how you can use them in their own sphere, in the attack on the 
things they have been taught to disrespect. In doing this you learn 
how to organize workers toward creating the biggest commotion in 
order to gain any settlement of the issues that happen to be particular 
to them. 

You learn how to use the groups in religion in this case, how to use 
the religious people by telling them you’re not opposed to religion, that 
the Communists have nothing against religion as such, but that the 
leaders of the religion happen to be part and parcel of the imperialism. 
In this way, if you’ve prepared them well enough with the lessons on 
imperialism, you have a basis for their accepting their role among the 
group of people where they happen to be working in place of their 
religion; and beginning to influence them toward accepting the dic- 
tates of the Communist Party instead of the influences of their own 
religious training. 

Mr. Scuerer. They use the words “neutralize the effect of religion 
on people”; is that correct ? 

Mr. Davis. If they can’t bring them into active cooperation with 
whatever move you happen to have on at the time, they can be brought 
then into a neutralized position. 

The strategy and tactics is also, of course, telling you where you're 
going to use the various groups. If you have a little trouble in one 
section of the country, how you're going to publicize that trouble in 
order to get support from other parts of the country—when you’re 
going to use them, because naturally at times you want them to keep 
quiet and at times you want them—well, for example, before Browder 
was out, you wanted them all to worship Browder; but if you didn’t 
get your Daily Worker early enough next morning, you were still 
worshipping Browder when you should have been ‘worshipping the 
guy who came next to him. So, it’s very important to use them at 
the right time and the right place for your objectives. 

37740—53—pt. 2——-8 
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These refresher courses covered these things, and may have covered 
other specific aspects of Communist policy; but I don’t recall, because 
they’re always taught. 

And then, as I said before I started all this, that I was brought up 
to the capital district by Klein, who was the eastern district organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me interrupt there a moment. When did you 
vet out of the Armed Forces ? 

Mr. Davis. In January 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. How soon after that was it that you entered into 
this plan to accept a position as organizer ¢ 

Mr. Davis. I believe it was September of the same year. 

Mr. TAVENNER. So, that would be in 1946? 

Then, I understood you a while ago, I thought, to say it was in 
1947; and I want to make certain as to which is correct. 

Mr. Davis. I am certain it was the same year—about September 
L946. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right; that would be 1946. 

Mr. Davis. Well, Klein brought me up here to the capital district, 
and he took me over to meet this Evelyn Goldstein, who at that time 
was the outstanding member of the party in the sense that she allowed 
herself to be more exposed than any of the other people who were in 
the party at that time. 

And he introduced me to Kvelyn, and the three of us discussed the 
necessity of my meeting such leaders at that time in the party as 
David Rappaport, who was active in veterans’ affairs, and John 
Wright, who was active in the public workers, and Stella Gold, who 
was active in the American Labor Party, and also in the party itself, 
and of Morris Zuckman, who at the time was chairman of the Ameri- 
can Labor Party. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. Now. just a moment. These people whose names 
you are giving us now were given to you at this first conference you 
had with Evelyn Goldstein and the organizer, Harold Klein, as 
leaders whom you should get in touch with? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

You say Morris Zuckman was one of those? 

Mr. Davis. Morris Zuckman was one of those; yes, sir. 

And there was Eli Schwarzbart, who was 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you spell the name, please? 

Mr. Davis. Well, I knew him as Eli—E-l-i. I believe his full name 
was Elias, but——— 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell the last name? 

Mr. Davis. I wouldn’t know how to spell Schwarzbart any more 
accurately than you. 

There was Michael Dworkin and his wife Jeanette Dworkin, who 
were active in the party organization. 

And there was Gus Cakoulis, who was in the restaurant workers, 
business agent, I believe for the Albany—no; he wasn’t business 
agent—he was in the restaurant workers; also active in the American 
Labor Party. 

And there were others who were also mentioned, but I don’t recall 
them all; and, subsequently, one way or another, I did meet and talk 
with these various people. 
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Mr. TAveNNeER. Well, now, after you were given the names of the 
principal persons that vou should see, what did you do in order to see 
them and to contact them ? 

Mr. Davis. I met most of these people in various ways. I mean, 
I met them at homes or at meetings, other meetings. I succeeded in 
meeting them one way or another, one place or another, and we took 
steps to call a large meeting, and we made a decision in this way, of 
meeting people, to call a large meeting, including these and also the 
other active people in the party, in the area, at that time, and—well, 
specifically putting it down to a meeting, I can’t tell you who were 
at this meeting. I mean, all of these and others were invited, but who 
might have been absent at the time I certainly don’t remember. How- 
ever if you’re interested in the meeting as such, we did discuss there, 
go over the party organization setup. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, this was a meeting of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do I understand that? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir; it was a meeting of the Communist Party. 

Mr. TaveNNeR. Will you describe the type meeting it was a little 
more fully ? 

Mr. Davis. I was new here, not known by even the people I had met, 
except that they had met me; and, in order to become better acquainted 
with them, in terms of party activity and party organization, it was 
necessary to have a meeting where we would discuss the policy and 
the program of the Communist Party as it affected the area here, where 
I was supposed to work. 

Mr. Tavenner. And, then, this was an area meeting, not of one par- 
ticular group or cell but of persons from the entire area; is that what 
I understand you to mean? 

Mr. Davis. ‘This was a meeting of people who would be primarily 
interested in taking part in decisions which would constitute the pro- 
gram and the policy of the party as it was carried out here, a meeting 
to discuss and arrange a program which they could take part in, work- 
ing out in the particular field where they happened to be active. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you fix the approximate time of the meeting 
and place? 

Mr. Davis. No, sir; I can’t. It was, I’d say, within 30 days after I 

“ame up here—certainly within the same year, 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall where the meeting was held 

Mr. Davis. No; I don’t. I don’t recall it. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. All right. Now, I will not interrupt you any fur- 
ther on that. Just tell the committee, please, what occurred at the 
meeting and all the discussions that took place that you can now recall, 
and alen the names of the persons who took part in it. 

Mr. Davis. Well, the main point of the meeting was evolved to be 
a discussion of setting up certain groups in the area, using the people 
we had to lead and to carry on the work of these groups. 

We decided first the railroad group, because the railroad in A]- 
bany is a very important, a very vital, industry and aside from Al 
Kolker, who worked in the railroad yards, we had no influence within 
the railroad section of the workers in this area. 

It was, from the national down to the local level a concentration 
point, and a point of major importance. Where there were railroad 
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workers in any number, the party must make one of its main efforts 
that of establishing its influence or broadening its influence among 
the railroad workers; and, so, one of the groups that we decided to set 
up at the meeting was a railroad group. None of the others held the 
importance of the railroad group, because here was something which 
we had nothing of and which—in order to be any real influence in 
local politics, or run any real issues, in order to have any real influ- 
ence on afiairs as they would develop in the area, we must have an 
influence among the railroad workers. 

So, the railroad group was one of those set up, and other groups. 
General policy is also to have neighborhood groups, and we set up a 
south-end group and an Arbor Hill group, and then we had 

Mr. ‘TavENNER. What do you mean by South End and Arbor Hill? 

Mr. Davis. These are two neighborhood sections in the city of 
Albany, and we set up groups of people who didn’t live in these areas 
because we didn’t have very many people living in these areas, if we 
had any, and it was necessary to—I mean, as a general policy, not as a 
concentration—but as a general policy to establish some type of recog- 
nition at least in the neighborhoods; and, so, we set up these groups 
and, in order to set them up, not have any people there, we had to 
draw on the members who—well, primarily, we drew on our State 
workers because the State workers were the primary body of the 
party. There were not too many people at the time who were very 
active and could be relied upon to even attempt to carry out a policy 
who were not at the same time State workers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you say the State workers were the primary 
group of the party. Will you explain further what you mean by 
them ? 

Mr. Davis. Well, when I came here, the party was composed of a 
certain number of people. Among these people, there was a bloc of 
members who were also State workers. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is, employed by the government of the State 
of New York? 

Mr. Davis. Employed by the State of New York; yes. 

So, this was the primary group that you had. So, in order to carry 
on work, whether it was in railroad or whether it was in neighbor- 
hood work, or special work, it was necessary to use this group of peo- 
ple that were here, and this in turn meant that your State workers 
were the backbone of the party in Albany at the time. Their im- 
portance not being that they were State workers, because to my 
knowledge we never had any State workers whose position as influ- 
encing the policy of State government was of any significance, but 
their importance to the party was as members to spread the general 
influence of the party in terms of the specific groups and neighbor- 
hoods where we would want to work. 

Mr. Tavenner. And it was because of the function that the State 
employees played in the conduct of the affairs of the party here in 
Albany that you have designated them the backbone of the party ? 

Mr. Davis. Because of their numbers and their activity relative to 
the activity of the non-State workers, 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did those persons perform the functions of 
leadership in these various Communist groups ? 

Mr. Davis. Many of them did. Leadership was changed often, and 
it was changed from group to group often. I mean, if you’re getting 
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at whether I remember any of the State workers who were also leaders 
of groups at any specific time? I can’t say that Ido. They were the 
members who were assigned to develop the various groups and, as 
such, they—as a body, the »y took leadership roles in the various groups 
of the party ; but insofar as which individuals among them at any 
particular time held the offices in a particular group, I have no recol- 
lection. 

Mr. TAveNNER. You used the term that some of these State workers 
were transferred from one group to another. Did I understand you 
to say that? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What was the purpose in transferring then from 
one group to another? 

Mr. Davis. In the first place, if one group needed more assistance 
in the work they were doing because of its role or because of its im- 
portance you would need extra people—and in order to get extra people 
you would have to take the people you had and draw them from other 
groups. 

Mr. TavenNER. What would have been the situation of the party 
here during the period you were organizer if you had not had the ben- 
efit of the services of the group you have spoken of as the State 
workers ? 

Mr. Davis. In terms of numbers to work with, the situation would be 
one of, you might call, breaking the ice; you would have had almost 
nothing. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, without that group, you would have 
had to begin practically at the bottom in working up the organization 
of the Communist Party in this area? 

Mr. Davis. Yes. 

Mr. 'TavenNER. Is that what you are attempting to say? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TAavENNER. We have digressed from our original purpose here 
to state who attended this first meeting and what was the business that 
was transacted at this first meeting which you called after being here 
probably less than 30 days. 

Mr. Davis. Well, the main work of the meeting was to organize these 
groups and to set them up and lay them down where they’ were going 
to work. 

Mr. Scuerer. I believe you said that you were instructed to meet 
Morris Zuckman because of his connection with the American Labor 
Party. Am I correct that that was your testimony a few minutes ago? 

Mr. Davis. My testimony was that Morris Zuckman’s name was 
among those I was to meet as members of the party up here. 

Mr. Scuerer. In other words, members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir; members of the Communist Party, who it was 
necessary to consult with in order to do work up here, as it was neces- 
sary to consult with these others as they were the leadership of the 
party up here at the time and acquainted with the local affairs. 

Mr. Scuerer. Didn’t I understand you were to meet Zuckman be- 

sause of his particular connection with the American Labor Party, be- 
cause of his influence in the American Labor Party ? 


Mr. Davis. Zuckman’s particular work was in the American Labor 
Party. 
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Mr. Scuerer. That is what I understand. 

Mr. Davis. His particular work was there, but my instructions to 
meet him was because he was a Communist Party worker in the Labor 
Party. 

Mr. Scnerrr. A Communist Party worker, but a Communist Party 
worker in the American Labor Party ? 

Mr. Davis. His main work was in the American Labor Party. 

Mr. Scuerer. Now, Mr. Counsel, at this time, I think, in view of 
the testimony of this witness, er pene n relation to Zuckman, 
who appeared here yesterday and refused to answer the question as 
to whether he was a Communist on a crounds his answer might 
incriminate ne I would like to a from a circular that has been 
distr a d in this area by the capital district of the American Labor 
Party, with which Zuckman was identified at least at the time this 
W ita came to the Albany area. It is a rather lengthy document, 
but I think some of the excerpts therefrom are worth noting in the 
record at this time: 


Right now American democracy is facing its greatest threat—the threat of the 
handful— 


referring to this committee— 


who would crush all of those who disagree with them; the threat of the handful 
who would smear everyone who defends the rights of the people to fight for a 
better life; the threat of McCarthyism. 


It goes on to say: 


For us in upstate New York the threat is immediate because within the next 
few days—on July 13, to be exact—the House Un-American Activities Committee 
s slated to open hearings in Albany. This committee was the forerunner of the 
all-out McCarthyite attack in this country. For 15 years now it has smeared 
everyone who dared speak out for the rights of labor, the Negro people, peace, 
and social welfare. 


This committee is headed by Harold Velde, of New York— 
He is from Illinois 


bitter foe of organized labor, and the man who made the indecent proposal to 
destroy the religious freedom of Americans by investigating churches. 

The main target of the attack in Albany appears to be the American Labor 
Party. 
The circular goes on. 


In a sense, we of the ALP are proud that we are being singled out in this 
manner because we know that this is an indirect tribute to our fight for peace 
and the welfare of the pe ople. 

We don’t believe that this attack will succeed because we see more and more 
Americans being aroused to fighting anger by the activities of the un-American 
witch hunters. Clergymen, labor leaders, cultural and political leaders—men 
and women in all walks of life—are demanding a halt to these attacks. Such 
outstanding Americans as Albert Einstein, Bishop Oxnam, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Senator Herbert Lehman, and many others have urged that the un-Americans be 
stopped before they destroy our American heritage. 


I am just going to pose this question for those who have sat here 
in the last few days and the press—whether or not, from what you 
have seen and from what you have heard, especially from the testimony 
of Pat Walsh, the Canadian, on your first day here, these charges bear 
any semblance whatsoever of the truth. 

That is all I have to say at this time. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were telling us about this meeting that took 
place and I believe we were at the point where you were going to state 
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just what occurred in the course of the meeting. You did describe 
some of the things that occurred as to the organizational plan. I 
assume at this meeting you met all of those present personally, didn’t 
you! 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir; all of those present I met personally. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us at this time the names of all 
those who were present that you can now recall ? 

Mr. Davis. I mentioned some people a while back that I met when 
I first came up here. Do you wish me to repeat those now ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; I think you should give us the names of all 
who attended this initial meeting which took on the eharacter of an 
organizational meeting. 

Mr. Davis. And then something else—I can give you the names of 
the people who were asked, as many as I can who were asked, to this 
meeting. I mean, I can’t recall now whether or not there might 
have been some absent at that time, who didn’t actually attend the 
meeting but who were asked because it was necessary to include them 
in the decisions of the Communist Party in the area. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you should confine your testimony on this 
point to those that you can recall who actually attended. 

Mr. Davis. Well, on this point—this happened 6 years ago, and to 
actually say that these people were there, I can’t. I'll state somebody 
who might have been a most important person at the meeting, who 
might have been sick that day, and out, something I would have 
forgotten. 

In drawing up the attendance or the meeting, we wanted to include 
the people who it was necessary to include on any decisions of Com- 
munist Party activities in this area, and in this capacity we asked 
them to come to the meeting. It is not fair to me to say at this 
time definitely I will state this and these people were here, because 

iny one of them at the time might have been absent, and at this time 
1 might have the impression they were not absent. 

Mr. Tavenner. If you are uncertain in your mind as to who was 
present and who was not, I don’t want to ask you to answer the 
question. At the same time, I do not believe it is fair to the individ- 
uals there to put it on the basis of showing they were invited to this 
meeting, because they may not have accepted. I think it means the 
same thing. 

You have already told us the names of those that you were directed 
to see by the organizational leader of the party here, Harold Klein, 
and if after this I: apse of time you are unce % Lin as to who was present 
at this meeting and who was not, you will just not be able to answer 
the question; but I would like you to concentrate on it and see if 
you can recall definitely and with certainty in your own mind the 
name of any person who did attend. For instance, if you can recall 
any conversation that you had on that oceasion with any one indi- 
vidual, that might help to refresh your recollection as to whether or 
not that individual was there, of course, or any other things that oc- 
curred that might refresh your recollection. 

Mr. Davis. Usually at these meetings we had a program laid down, 
if they were any size at all. It was just about all ro could do to 
run through it, take your decisions and leave; but we had, contrary 
to this usual procedure—I mean, the only individuals that were con- 
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stantly interested in private discussions, in meetings where I met 
them, were Morris Zuckman and this Eli Schwarzbart. I mean, al- 
most from the time I came up here, especially Eli let me know that 
I better be careful of any action I took without consulting him, be- 
cause there might be some misunderstanding, and that some of the 
uthe rs who were in the party didn’t go along with him in his thinking 
always; and, as a result, there might be conflict. In order to avoid 
this conflict, I should be very e: areful of doing anything in essence 
that he didn’t approve of; and this—while I can’t place such a dis- 
cussion at this particular meeting, we had such discussions. I was 
called on the phone and two of them took me out for a car ride at 
one time, to te . me how it was necessary to do things their way, and 
which at the time I felt was contrary to the decisions s that had aires udy 
been taken loc: ally to do otherwise. 

So, otherwise, our meetings were run pretty much with a program, 
and with looking for decisions and taking the decisions that we took, 
without any special individual discussions as to the advisability of 
carrying out these decisions. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say this conversation you had with Schwarz- 
bart, which you have described took place at a meeting, but you could 
not tell whether it was this meeting or some other meeting—— 

Mr. Davis. At several meetings—I mean where we would be dis- 
cussing particular American labor policy, but also other aspects of 
party work, such as work among the Negro people, and these ques- 
tions particularly—I mean, the most outstanding one I remember is 
this automobile ride, where I was called up and two of them made 
me understand that I was working contrary to their wishes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the other person that was involved in the 
decision that you were acting contrary to their purposes ? 

Mr. Davis. In the case of the American Labor Party, the decisions 
had been taken by the Communist leadership in the area, as a unit. 

Mr. Tavenner. That will become a little involved probably to ex- 
plain, and I think possibly you should wait until after the recess to go 
into that, because at this time—— 

Mr. Davis. On the other hand, these discussions bear an important 
part in my breaking with the Communist Party, because I mean 
until this time, along with my being in the party, I had assumed that 
the power the party was seeking was not the end, but was a means to 
an end; and in working—the objection I had to Zuckman’s method 
of work—it was a method of one-man leadership, and it seemed to me 
was an issue between power for power’s sake in the end itself, or power 
for this end of helping the working class, and so forth, and this dif- 
ference between us was actually that he was attacking my comfortable 
illusions and my reasons for being in the party; and if it turned out 
that the party locally couldn’t make a democratic decision on a local 
issue and have the decision carried out, without having it reversed by 
a one-man control, who was supposed to be, according to our lines, 
under the discipline of our party, then I had gone off somewhere. 

Mr. Scuerer. You mean that Zuckman had a different idea of 
leadership of the people than you had? 

Mr. Davis. Well, the results of Zuckman’s work resulted in one- 
man leadership and actually working actively to keep some of the other 
party members out of that leadership. 
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Mr. Scnerer. Well, his idea was certainly different from the leader- 
ship you expressed earlier in your testimony. Yours was more of an 
idealism. 

Mr. Davis. Well, this was a test to me, which type of leadership in 
practice was being looked for; and, so, even though you say it’s an 
involved situation, it’s this particular aspect of it that does bear an 
important part because, as it developed, it came to a test of whether 
you were seeking to hold power because you wanted power, and what 
you were going to do with it was your own business and nobody could 
tell you what you were going to do about it, or whether you were seek- 
ing power to bring about something better than what you had. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is what I just said. His idea of leadership in 
the party was entirely different than your idea of leadership. 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think it would be well for us to understand what 
connection there was, if any, between your group and the Commu- 
nist Party here and the American Labor Party, as it was being con- 
ducted at that time. 

Mr. Davis. Locally, the American Labor Party at that time was 
Morris Zuckman, and the party was supposed to have full influence 
and control over his actions. ‘The party’s decisions for the American 
Labor Party at that time were of a democratic nature. They wanted 
to broaden it, because it’s very important to use this democratic prin- 
ciple of broadening the base of your parties, other than the Commn- 
nist Party, because in this way you draw other people in, and there’s 
nothing to be lost for the Communist Party in gaining something for 
an element of the population through using the American Labor 
Party. It can only result in the party gaining influence, and what- 
ever is gained is certainly going to do the people some good, and 
certainly going to increase the Communist Party’s influence among 
those people, so they can begin pushing in with their teachings of 
imperialism and their teachings of the great things the Soviet Union 
has done, and the possibility ‘that it could h: appen here, and that if 
it did happen the Communists would be there to show thera how 
to do it. 

It was also making them lean toward the Communists as their 
leaders, so that on a quick issue lots of people could be brought down 
to follow them. 

An example of this is when Paul Robeson was brought to Albany 
and denied the use of Philip Livingston High Sc ‘thool. Well. by 
working on democratic principles, where they were, in order to influ- 
ence the people, there were general, genuine changes which should take 
place in their organization. The influence was such that a body of 
people outnumbering the Communist Party, and what we thought 
was the Communist Party influence, were brought together in pro- 
tests to bring Robeson to Albany to sing in the Livingston Hich 
School. 

Whether it is argued right or wrong, this was an indication of how 
you can, on a specific issue, at a certain time, arouse a tremendous 
number of people if you have gained just this little bit of control 
over them through your past work. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, if I understand it correctly, you state that 
Morris Zuckman was practically the American Labor Party at the 
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time you were organizer here and that it was the purpose of the 
Communist Party to direct him as to what he should do as the head 
of that party; am I correct in that? 

Mr. Davis. One of them; yes, sir. That was one of the purposes. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was one of the purposes ? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. 

(Representative Bernard W. Kearney returned to the hearing 
room at this point.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, how did the Communist Party go about 
accomplishing that single purpose ¢ 

Mr. Davis. By ec: alling them to a meeting and talking to them. 

But then again, when you say something like that, you go over the 
heads of the local party organization in this respect: What the 
American Labor Party, being a statewide organization, was trying to 
do at that time, as I said, was to broaden and try to influence more 
people by a narrower program—maybe leaving out some of the more 
radical proposals to bring in a larger group of people on a narrower 
program. So, it’s not necessary for the local party leader really to 
direct the local American Labor Party man as to exactly what he 
should do or how he should go about it, because the policy is laid 
down and published in a statewide basis. It’s only necessary that if 
items that the local organization isn’t sufliciently carrying out these 
directives that are published in the Daily Worker, or even American 
Labor Party, you can read out of most of the papers that exist in the 
area. If you’re not making progress, then you would call in the 
people who were active in the American Labor Party and discuss 
with them why this was not making the progress it should, and 
what changes should be made in order to make this progress. 

In reference to this situation, this was done and the decision and 
the policy on a statewide basis of broadening the base of the Ameri- 
can Labor Party was reasserted, and we were directed then by the 
State representative who at the time was here. 

Mr. Tavenner. State representative of what? 

Mr. Davis. Of the Communist Party. 

Leading the discussions was Simon Gerson. 

Mr. Tavenner. You indicated in your testimony that some diffi- 
culty arose with Mr. Zuckman regarding the conduct of the affairs 
of the American Labor Party. Were those matters discussed and 
any action taken regarding them by the Communist Party here 
locally ¢ 

Mr. Davis. Locally, the Communist Party took a decision to re- 
move Morris Zuckman as the head of the American Labor Party. 
We found it imposible to carry this decision out, due to the fact 
that—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, now, just a moment. Will you give us a little 
more detail as to how the decision was taken to remove him as head 
of the American Labor Party ? 

Mr. Davis. At the meeting, where this decision was taken, we left 
the meeting after the decision to remove him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell us about the meeting. Who attended the 
meeting and took part in the decision ? 

Mr. Davis. Well, here again if one of those meetings when one of 
those asked may have not been at the meeting. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall the name of any person who took 
part in the decision ? 

Mr. Davis. The meeting was held at Evelyn Goldstein’s house, 
and Evelyn Goldstein was there, and so was her husband, Nathan 
Goldstein, who was an upholstery worker—not the attorney general. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Nathan Goldstein, the husband of Evelyn 
Goldstein, a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. Yes; he was. 

Also at the meeting—Zuckman was present at the meeting, and 
Schwarzbart was at the meeting, and also—— 

Mr. Tavenner. And was this a Communist Party meeting? 

Mr. Davis. This was a Communist Party meeting; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is Mr. Zuckman’s first name ? 

I want to be certain we are identifying the proper individual each 
time. 

Mr. Davis. Morris Zuckman. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What decision was reached at this meeting? 

Mr. Davis. Prior to the meeting, I had a discussion with Klein 
in reference to this matter. 

Mr. Tavenner. What Klein? 

Mr. Davis. Harold Klein. He was the district organizer, north- 
eastern district, and he had been in complete agreement that the 
resolution, which I drew up, calling for replacing Morris Zuckman 
in the Communist Party was all right. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say replacing him in the Communist Party? 

Mr. Davis. Replacing him as the leader of the American Labor 
Party. That’s what I meant to say. 

At the meeting the resolution was passed. 

After the meeting Harold Klein and myself were called to New 
York City and told that it was off, and the State apparatus had a 
great deal of respect and admiration for Mr. Zuckman. This resulted 
from a phone call, which I can’t place in time, but the phone call to 
New York by Schwarzbart, to be down there in the State leadership— 
and, as a result, we were called down and told that Zuckman must 
stay, and it was accepted, though not liked too well by the member- 
ship, and Zuckman remained. 

Mr, Tavenner. The group that made the final decision was on the 
State level of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. On the State level that decision was made. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell us who actually made that decision in 
New York? 

Mr. Davis. I cannot. It was handed to us by Simon Gerson, the 
State legislative director, but who took the decision I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is that clear, Mr. Counsel, that the decision was made 
by the Communist Party at the State level, am I correct in that? 

Mr. TAvENNER. That is what I was attempting to determine, and be 
clear upon, and I have 

Mr. Scuerer. Whether Zuckman should stay as the local head of 
the American Labor Party; is that right? 

Mr. Davis. That’s correct. 

Mr. TavenneER. And did he stay ? 

Mr. Davis. He stayed. 

Mr. TavenneR. Mr. Chairman, I expect this is an appropriate 
place to make a break. 
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Mr. Kearney. The committee will be in recess for 5 minutes. 

(Whereupon, at 11:59 a. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 12:04 p. m.) 4 

(The hearing reconvened at 12:12 p. m., the committee member 
being present : “Re presentative Gordon H. Scherer.) 

Mr. Scuerer (presiding). The committee will be in order. 

You may proceed, Mr. ¢ ounsel, 

Mr. ‘TavenneR. Mr. Davis, you stated in the earlier part of your 
testimony _ at the time of your organizational meeting, soon after 
your arrival in Albany, that a great deal of stress was placed upon 
work in the valivontl group. Was this matter the subject of any con- 
ferences between you and the State leadership of the Communist 
Party after that meeting? 

Mr. Davis. The railroad concentration was a State and national 
policy of the party before I came up here and continued to be after 
I left. 

The State apparatus of the party had a special railroad commission, 
with whose head I discussed railroad affairs in Albany. I don’t re- 
call the name of this head of the railroad commission. However, he 
had thorough knowledge of the progress of work among railroad 
workers in all parts of the country. His commission publis hed a 
monthly periodical called The Link, and this paper was a collection 
of data of work among railroad workers throughout the country. It 
was conditions of railroad workers, reprints from railroad union 
papers and, of course, editorials on the issues that the commission 
felt were facing the railroad workers. Primarily with this as our 
guide, with the discussions with the commission head and with the 
use of The Link in form of distribution, we carried on the railroad 
work. 

As I stated earlier, the only individual we had in railroad work to 
give us personal contact with the railroad workers was Al Kolker, 
and he was to head up the railroad work as it progressed. 

The work consisted of a regular distribution of the Link, as we 
received copies of it every month from the State office, a few leaflets 
which we made up on our own, discussing things that the Link 
touched on, survey of the railroad workers in terms of numbers and 
of affiliations, and an attempt to find issues which we could bring to 
them of direct concern to them, working conditions. 

We worked consistently with the distributions. We also sent letters 
out to railroad union leaders in the area, with a completely negative 
response in that instance. 

I believe it’s accurate to say we had, up until the time I left, made 
no progress to speak of in creating any interest, much less influence, 
among the railroad workers. The distributions were received in the 
very beginning quietly, later with a mixture of dissent and quiet from 
the rest, and this situation existed through most of the distributions. 

There was never any effort made to prevent our distributing this 
material, even though it was distributed actually on railroad property. 
If they had wanted to take action directly, they could have insisted 
we get off because we were just barely on railroad property. 

I have no doubt that had our influence become established to any 
degree at all the railroad unions would have taken a more active 
attitude of opposition toward our work. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE ALBANY AREA 2495 


However, the work continued as work of attempting to penetrate 
aud make some break in the ranks of the railroad workers with our 
material. It was done consistently because of its importance in Al- 
bany. I think it’s safe to say the r: siload workers constitute the back- 
bone of any real influence that could be established in Albany. In- 
fluence among the railroad workers would immediately give you in- 
fluence in local politics, as well as the influence you would gain 
through having a number of workers in an important industry. In 
numbers, and in also the type of industry, being transportation, rail- 
road workers were of such importance that the work had to be done 
as a special effort. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have a conference with the head of the rail- 
road commission of the Communist Party in New York on more than 
one occasion regarding the importance of this phase of your work 
here? 

Mr. Davis. I had several conferences with the head of the commis- 
sion, reviewing the work we had attempted to do, and it was usually 
a recommendation to continue, watching for the break; and after a 
time he did push toward calling a meeting of railroad workers, not 
as the Communist Party, but a meeting to be called by—I believe it 
was the Railroad Unity Committee, which was the party organization 
used to influence railroad workers without doing it ‘openly as the 
Communist Party. 

This meeting was to take place in the Railroad Hall, in uptown 
Albany, and was to be called to discuss the conditions and situations 

existing in the railroad here. A speaker was sent by the commission 
to conduct this meeting. I was not supposed to put in an appearance, 
and Kolker was sup posed to be the mainspring in developing at- 
tendance for the meeting. The meeting was a little premature and 
pretty much a complete flop. I received information that a handful 
of railroad workers did show up, whose identification we couldn’t even 
get for our own use because Kolker didn’t show up at that meeting. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Who was the speaker of the occasion ? 

Mr. Davis. I can’t remember who. It was a member from the 
commission sent ce the commission. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was a member of the Communist Party sent 
here by the railroad commission of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. After you perfected your organizational plans, 
was there an established executive committee, or some other group, 
which headed the organizational work of the party in this area ? 

Mr. Davis. We had a committee variously known as the city com- 
mittee, section committee or the county committee—most generally 
known, I would say, as the section committee, aomnneens of people in 
leadership positions who were supposed to make the Communist de- 
cisions for the area. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not certain whether you have already stated 
or not for how long a period of time you were the organizer in this 
area. 

Mr. Davis. I would say just about 1 year, that is, until maybe Sep- 
tember of 1947. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, who were mem- 
bers of your city committee or county committee, as you may term it, 
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during the period you were the organizer for the Communist Party 
in this area ¢ 

Mr. Davis. Well, that gets me back to specific people and specific 
places, but I have a list of names of people who I remember and the 
peop le who I remember in most cases of hav ing meetings with, at some 
time, at some place, during my stay here, in reference to party work, 
among these people would be those who were also on the leading com- 
mittees of the party and who led the groups; but the specific question— 
to place these people definitely at a time and at a place—is something— 
there were meetings eve ry di Ly, 2, 3 meetings a day, every day and 
night, and there were meetings thrown together to such an extent it 
was impossible—— 

Mr. Tavenner. You would not like to attempt to designate those 
who were members of your county committee during that period; do 
I understand / 

Mr. Davis. I can some of them, yes, in terms of being members, 
not attending any specific meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; I am not speaking of any particular meeting. 
I am speaking of the position of membership on that committee. 

Mr. Davis. Well, in that case, we had Leo Shapiro. That’s Leo, I 
understand, Shapiro—S-h-a-p-i-r-o, who was a leading member and 
whose activity was primarily in the party itself—party organizational 
work. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Do you know how he was employed ? 

Mr. Davis. He was a State worker. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was he employed by the State of New York? 

Mr. Davis. He was employed by the State of New York. 

Mr. Scuerer. In what capacity ? 

Mr. Davis. I couldn’t say. 

John Wright was active in the Public Workers’ Union—I believe 
it was—CIO, and he was also a member of our leading committees. 

And David Rappaport. 

Mr. Sciurrerer. Let’s go back to John Wright. You say he was active 
in the Public Workers’ Union. Was he employed by any agency of 
Government ¢ 

Mr. Davis. He was employed by the New York State. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know in what capacity he was employed! 

Mr. Davis. No. 

There was David Rappaport. His activity was mainly centered in 
the veterans’ work of the American Veterans’ Committee. He was 
emp loyed by the State of New York. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know in what capacity ? 

Mr. Davis. No; I do not. 

Rena Dodd, who was employed by the State of New York, and 
Betty Laros—L-a-r-o-s—also a State worker. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know in what capacity either of these two 
were employed ? 

Mr. Davis. I don’t know. 

Mr. Scuerer. If you do know, will you so state so I don’t have to 
ask you a question ? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir 

Mr. Scuerer. When you come to a State employee, will you desig- 

1ate in what department they were employed, if you know? 
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Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Let me interrupt you there a moment. Were all 
these persons whose names you have given us up to this point mem- 
bers of this county or city committee ? 

Mr. Davis. They were all members: yes. 

Stella Gold, who was a housewife, whose activity was centered 
the American Labor Party. 

Sarah Kaufman, a housewife. I can’t recall any particular activity. 
She was active in the American Labor Party. 

There is William Bottcher. He was active—— 

Mr. Scnerer. How do you spell that ? 

Mr. Davis. B-o-t-t-c-h-e-r. 

Mr. Scuerer. You were going to say he was active, and then I 
interrupted you. 

Mr. Davis. He was active in internal party affairs, organizational 
work, and he worked for the State of New York. 

Sam Evens, he was the finance secretary of the Communist Party 
in the area, ade also employed by the State of New York. 

There was Morris Zuckman, who was the American Labor Party 
activity. 

Alexander Kolker, who I’ve already mentioned as being the rail- 
road activity. 

There’s Michael Dworkin, and his wife, Jeanette. 

Mr. Scuerer. How do you spell that last name? 

Mr. Davis. D-w-o-r-k-i-n. 

Their activity was largely in the Communist Party itself, in 
organizational work. He was also active in the American Veterans’ 
Committee work. 

Mr. Scuerer. What did Dworkin do for a living? 

Mr. Davis. He was employed for a time by the State of New York. 

Janet Scott, who was nm sloyed by Knickerbocker News. Her 
activity was largely in the National Association for the Advancement 
of the Colored People. 

And I think that about covers those. There were probably others 
on the body from time to time, but—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you at this point a question about a 
group of Communist Party members within the Hotel and Restaurant 
Workers’ Union. We have heard testimony here that there was a very 
active cell within that union, which virtually disbanded in 1940 as a 
result of a defeat in an election that was held then. In 1946 and 1947, 
when you were the organizer, did you make an effort to revive that 
group within that union? 

Mr. Davis. One of the pieces of work which I was given to do was 
in the form of 5 or 6 names of people who had been active in the 
restaurant workers and who had been members of the Communist 
Party, and I was directed to round them up and put the hotel and 
restaurant workers Communist Party group back in operation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who gave you those directions? 

Mr. Davis. These came from Harold Klein. First. to get hold 
of these people, I went to see Kostas Dakchoylous, who was b ust Ss 
agent at that time of the Hotel and Restaurant Workers’ local here 
in Albany. He gave me information concerning the finding of ties 
individuals and, over a period of time, I contacted them, and we 
called meetings which were poorly attended; but we managed to dis- 
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tribute some literature, make some financial collections, and discuss 
the revival of activity of these individuals in the Communist Party 
here. 

Now, there was George Stathis. I believe he was—well, I can’t 
say for certain whether it was bartender or waiter capacity—his 
employment—but, however, he was connected with the group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he pay dues to you as a member of that group? 

Mr. Davis. Over a period of time, as we managed to get these indi- 
viduals to meetings, they remained Communists in the sense that they 
attended and were paid up and in good standing. 

Kostas Dakchoylous and there was a Gus Cakoulis. I can’t spell 
that name. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the position he held at that time that 
would suffice to give identifying knowledge ? 

Mr. Davis. You mean Cakoulis. 

He belonged to the Restaurant Workers Union and worked some- 
where in one of their shops that they had, and he was also active 
in the American Labor Party. 

And of the 5 or 6 that were in the group, I don’t remember any of 
the others. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of the person who assisted you 
in locating the addresses of these prospective members ? 

Mr. Davis. Kostas Dakchoylous, business agent. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you spell that, if you know? 

Mr. Davis. D-a-k-c-h-o-y-]-o-u-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he pay any money to you as dues in the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. While we were very unsuccessful in getting him to take 
any active part, he was a paid-up member of the Communist Party, 
but. we couldn’t get him to take an active part. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time tender him a Communist Party 
card ¢ 

Mr. Davis. No; I did not. He wanted me to keep his card. I had 
a card made out for him, but he thought I better keep it. 

Mr. Tavenner. He didn’t accept his card ? 

Mr. Davis. He would not accept the card. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did he say to you when you offered to give 
him the card ? 

Mr. Davis. You must realize in the position I was in, their having 
been out of activity and then just coming back, it wasn’t a too impor- 
tant item with me. SolIdidn’t push it. It can pass over very easily— 
that if he doesn’t want the card, I can assume I will keep it and at a 
later date he will accept it. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time you offered to give him the card, did he 
pay you any money { 

Mr. Davis. He gave me enough money to keep himself paid up in 
dues. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall now why he said he wanted you to 
keep the card, if he said anything at all about it? 

Mr. Davis. Well, I think he was cautious and he didn’t want to 
have a card, as a lot of other party members also didn’t want to have 
cards, but they took them. But T believe he was just being cautious. 
He felt if he didn’t have a card he couldn’t very well be c: led a card- 
carrying party member. 
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Mr. TavENNER. What I am trying to find out is just what the exact 
language was, as near as you can recall, as to what he said when 
you 

Mr. Davis. He said he didn’t want the card, that I should keep 
it. He told me to keep the card for him. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did he explain to you why he wanted you to keep the 
card ¢ 

Mr. Davis. He did not. I would not press such a question at that 
time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give to the committee, please, the names 
of all the persons that you have not already given to the committee 
whom you knew to be members of the Communist Party during the 
period of time that you were organizer in the city of Albany; and, in 
doing so, give as much descriptive information about the individual 
as you can and as much explanation of their party affiliation as you 
can { 

Mr. Davis. Hannah Shapiro. 

Mr. 'TAvennEr. And I think you should spell the name where the 
name has not been mentioned. 

Mr. Davis. Hannah Shapiro was the wife of Leo Shapiro, and was 
a housewife, active in party affairs; also conducted a dramatic group 
on her own—no connection with the party, direct organizational con- 
nection. 

Irving Gold, a State worker; you have Stella Gold—her husband, 
active mainly in interparty educational activity, insofar as he con- 
ducted a very good discussion—could Jead a discussion. 

We had Evelyn Weinstein, who was brought in shortly before I 
left. I understand she didn’t stay too long. While she was in, she was 
not active at all. 

There was Dr. Louis Lubin, who was a dentist, and also not active. 

Mr. Scuerer. How do you'spell the doctor’s name? 

Mr. Davis. L-u-b-i-n; Louis—L-o-u-i-s. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Can you tell us what group of the Communist Party 
he was a member of ? 

Mr. Davis. He was a member of the professional group. 

Charles Dorenz, who was a painter—a member—not active; not 
assigned to any organization. 

Joe and his wife, Amalia, C rago—C-r-a-g-o, 

Mr. TAVENNER. Was her maiden name Pesko? 

Mr. Davis. I don’t know. When I came up here, they were known 
as Cucchiara—Cucchiara, Cook for short; but the name was changed 
to Crago when I was here. The other name I don’t recognize. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell her first name? 

Mr. Davis. A-m-a-l-i-a. 

They were active in general party work. 

Louis Geller, who was employed at that time by General Electric, 
also active in the Communist Party affairs; helped out in American 
Labor Party work. His wife, Hilda Geller. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is that the witness we had on the stand here yester- 
day? 

Mr. Davis. The name is the same. 

Mr. Scuerer. I mean I assume it is the same. I am asking counsel. 
Do you know? 
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Mr. Tavenner. All I can say is the name is the same. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did he work with General Electric # 

Mr. Davis. He worked at General Electric at that time. 

Mr. Scuerer. Didn't Geller testify he worked for General Electric ? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. What did you say Geller’s wife’s name was? 

Mr. Davis. Hilda Geller. 

Mr. Scuerer. She was a member of the party, too? 

Mr. Davis. She was. 

Anna Brickman, housewife, and not too active; paid up and attended 
meetings. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Will you spell the name, please ‘ 

Mr. Davis. B-r-i-c-k-m-a-n. 

Sidney and Harriet Belinky. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the name? 

Mr. Davis. B-e-l-i-n-k-y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give more identifying information regard- 
ing him, as to the occupation and so forth, which may throw some light 
on his identity ? 

Mr. Davis. I believe he was connected with a laundry in Albany, and 
his wife was not working, I believe. He was generally active—no 
specific assignment. 

John Poziomek—P-o-z-i-o-m-e-k. He was a barber, not active. 

Nathan Goldstein, the husband of Evelyn Goldstein, who had the 
uphols stery business in Alb: ny, not too ac ‘tive. 

Robert Arnold, who worked for the United States Weather Bureau. 
He was very active in a sense of distributing leaflets. I think he was 
about the only one that distributed leaflets with me at the railroad 
yards, 

Mr. TAvenNeEk. Were you acquainted with Evelyn Goldstein by any 
other name than that which you have given? 

Mr. Davis. Evelyn __ lstein’s mother was Minnie Minsky, and she 
was alsoa member. So, I knew her maiden name was Minsky. 

There were Harry Salen, employed by the United States Weather 
Bureau, not too active, and his wife, who I only knew as Mike Gordon. 

There were Ralph and Flo Cohen—C-o-h-e-n—I don’t know where 
he worked, and he was not active. I didn’t see too much of him. 

There was Don Hatchigan, an industrial worker; lived in Troy. 

Nick ¢ Campas, business agent for the hotel-restaurant workers in 
Troy at that time. 

I. Nathan Sidman, who was in the leadership role in the Roy-Rens- 
slaer County American Labor Party. His specific post I don’t recall. 

Mr. TavenNER. Were you acquainted with the wife of David Rap- 
paport 4 

Mr. Davis. Yes; I was. 

Mr. TAaveENNER. Was she a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. I wouldn’t know definitely. I mean, I wouldn’t remem- 
ber her. E 

Mr. Scnerrr. You named David Rappaport earlier in your testi- 
mony as bel Ing a member of the e ity or county committee duri ing the 
time you were organize ce 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Counsel, a little while ago I read this circular 
that has been distributed in and about the Albany area, which was 
distributed by the Capital District American Labor Party, 80 West- 
erlo Street, Albany, N. Y. 

Since that time I have been informed that the Capital District 
American Labor Party is a splinter of the American Labor Party 
here in Albany, and I wish to state that we have had reliable informa- 
tion come to the committee that David Rappaport’s wife was one 
who distributed this circular in and about Albany in the last week. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated in an earlier part of your testimony 
that the persons referred to by you as the State workers were divided 
up and assigned to various groups. Was there any one group of the 
Communist Party to which more were assigned than another ¢ 

Mr. Davis. When these people were assigned to a different group, 
they were assigned to leade rship 1 in the group. 

Therefore, making them in the other groups primarily in a leader- 
ship capacity; but the bulk of them were in the professional group, 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give me the names of any that you can 
recall who were members of the professional group, other than the 
State workers generally / 

You have named . dentist as one. 

Mr. Davis. Well, he was a member of this professional group. 

Morris Zuckman was a member of the profesional group. 

I think that’s all. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall at this time who took the leadership 
in the professional group ¢ 

Mr. Davis. It was a changing leadership. You couldn’t put any 
individual—— 

Mr. Tavenner. You have stated you left the position of organizer 
of the Communist Party, I think, in the fall of 1947. Did you con- 
tinue your membership in the Communist Party after terminating 
your position as organizer ¢ 

Mr. Davis. The Communist Party has a constitution, and it states 
that after so many days or weeks after you fail to be paid up in dues 
you're no longer a member. I took no steps to send any official let- 
ters of resignation because such letters would not be discontinuing 
the membership, but prolonging the membership, in my opinion. I 
wanted to break the contact; and, so - 

Mr. Scurrer. Why would such letters continue rather than dis- 
continue the membership ¢ 

Mr. Davis. Well, specifically because I would have to write it and 
do one more thing—and mail it to New York—as a member of the 
Communist Party, whereas if I wanted to break completely and just 
leave the Communist Party, I would be, in my mind, out of it, and 
for example, after I had been out this period of time, the new organ- 
izer, whose first name I never did know, came to see me and told me 
they were going to expel me from the Communist Party, and that 
I was an enemy of the working class and, oh, he gave me the same 
type of going over that I knew they would give anybody who they 
wanted to try to urge to remain in, and said I should take some 
activity on a lower sc ‘ale; and I told him that I considered myself out 
of the Communist Party and if they wanted to go ahead and expel 
me at that date, it was entirely their business. 
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Mr. Scuerer. About when did that conversation which you have 
just related take place ? 

Mr. Davis. Before—before the end of the year. 

Mr. Scuerer. What year ? 

Mr. Davis. 1947. 

I didn’t just walk out of the party. I mean, when I came to, it wa 
the year after the first disagreement between Zuckman and myself 
and, for the second year’s campaign and for the second year’s work 
I insisted if I were to remain in the party that Zuckman ‘would have 
to be removed from taking a top part in the work that was done 
around the election campaign of that year, in terms of making the 
decisions for the American Labor Party, and I made a proposition 
which was taken to the district committee, represented by Harold 
Klein, that if this could not be done I could no longer serve the working 
class. They would have to find somebody who could conform to their 
demands for conforming to Zuckman’s leadership, and that I would 
drop out. This was not accepted by Klein, and I brought it to a 
section meeting of the party here, and along with it my resignation 
from the position of organizer for the party, and this was passed by 
the body. 

Mr. Scuerer. You named, I believe, two persons who were employed 
by the United States Government. I believe you said they were 
connected with the Weather Bureau. Do you know whether they are 
still employed by the Federal Government? 

Mr. Davis. I do not; no, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, our investigation shows they are not 
so employed at this time. 

Did you return to the Communist Party at any later date? 

Mr. Davis. I did not; no, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there any further comment you desire to make 
regarding the severance of your connections with the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Davis. I don’t think so, sir. I have no comment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any effort made at a later date to have you 
return to the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. I’ve already mentioned that Si‘ contacted me twice in 
such an effort. Nothing after that. 

Mr. Tavenner. A person by the name of Si? 

Mr. Davis. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he the organizer that succeeded you? 

Mr. Davis. He represented himself to me as the new organizer 
for the Communist Party in this area. 

Mr. Scurrer. Have you seen him in and about Albany since that 
time? 

Mr. Davis. I wouldn’t recognize him. I saw him twice. He talked 
to me while he was driving me to work here in Albany. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know who the organizer is in and about 
Albany today? 

Mr. Davis. I do not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the name of the organizer has already 
been mentioned in the course of the testimony of Mr. Campas. 

Mr. Scurerer. What was that name? 

I have a hard time keeping track of all these names. 


1 Reference to Si Fialkoff. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Fialkoff. F-i-a-l-k-o-f-f is my recollection of the 
spelling. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you have any more questions, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I think that is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Davis, the committee wishes to thank you for 
your excellent testimony. We think you have contributed valuable 
information to your country and, with this thanks, you are discharged 
from your subpena. 

The committee will recess until 2: 15 p. m. today. 

(Whereupon, at 1 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene at 
2:15 p. m., of the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


(At the hour of 2:18 p. m., of the same day, the proceedings were 
resumed, the following committee members being present: Repre- 
sentatives Bernard W. Kearney (chairman of the subcommittee) and 
Gordon H. Scherer.) 

Mr. Krarney. The committee will be in order. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I would like to call Mr. Elias M. 
Schwarzbart. 

Mr. Schwarzbart, will you come forward, please ? 

Mr. Kearney. Do you ‘solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
to give before this committee shall be the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth, so help } you God ? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I do, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF ELIAS M. SCHWARZBART, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, RAPHAEL H. WEISSMAN 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. Elias M. Schwarzbart. 

May I request, Mr. Chairman, that this broadcast mouthpiece be 
removed ? 

Mr. Kearney. Your request is granted, and there will be no 
broadcast. 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. TavenneER. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I am, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Werssman. My name is Raphael H. Weissman—W-e-i-s-s- 
m-a-n. My office is at 185 Montague Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Schwarzbart ? 

Mr. Scrwarzpart. I was born in New York City, February 19, 1907. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you are an attorney by profession ? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. [ am, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I was educated in the schools of New York City, 
graduated from Dewitt Clinton High School, in New York in 1923; 
received a scholarship to Corneli University, and from Cornell I went 
to Brooklyn Law School, St. John’s Law School, where I received my 
degree of LL. B. I was admitted to the bar in November 1931. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Schwarzbart, you appear here pursuant to a 
subpena served upon you, I believe? 

Mr. Scuwarzrart. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine this subpena, please, and state 
when and where it was served upon you, from the return appearing 
on the back? 

Mr. Scuwarzparr. Yes, sir. This is a second subpena. It was 
served on me on May 14 of this year by Mr. Fuoss. Mr. Andrews, I 
think, also accompanied him at that time. It was served on me in the 
senate chamber of the State capital. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date on which it was served? May 14, 
I believe you said. . 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TAvenNER. How were you employed on that date? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I was employed in the office of the attorney 
general of the State of New York as a title attorney. ‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain employed in that posi- 
tion ? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I received my appointment there, original ap- 
pointment, in April of 1941, I believe it was, and I remained in the 
employ of the attorney general until the present time. I’ve resigned 
from my position. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you state the time? 

When did you resign ? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I resigned last week. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What was the date? 

Mr. Scnwarzeart. I don’t believe I have the date. I don’t have my 
resignation with me. 

Mr. Tavenner. What day of last week? 

Mr. Scirwarzpartr. I’m trying to recall now, sir. 

I believe it was Wednesday, last week. My resignation takes effect 
as of the end of this month. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your employment prior to your accept- 
ance of employment in April 1941? 

Mr. Scuwarzparr. I was employed in the corporation counsel’s 
office in New York City. 

Wait a minute. I would like to correct that. It may have been the 
city housing authority, but I was employed through the corporation 
counsel’s office, in the law department there, the real estate division. 

Mr. Tavenner. It may be a little easier and more simple if I ask 
you to begin, say, back in 1930 and tell us what the nature of your 
employment or the practice of your profession has been since that 
time. 

Mr. Scrwarzpart. Well, I'll be glad to proceed that way. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you were admitted in 1931. So, begin 
with that date, please. 

Mr. Scnrwanrzpartr. At that time I was employed by a title company 
in the Borough of Brooklyn, in the city of New York. 

Shortly after my admission to the bar, I left the title company, went 
into the general practice of the law, and I engaged in practice for 2 or 
3 years, I believe, approximately. 

“Mr. Tavenner. Will you fix the years, please? 
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Mr. Scuwarzpart. Well, I believe I left the title company in 1931 
or 1932, and I engaged in the general practice of law, city of New 
York, probably—I believe until 1935. 

Mr. Tavenner. And where was your office located during that 
period of time ? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. At 104 Fifth Avenue, and also at 100 Fifth 
Avenue. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you practicing alone at that period or in con- 
junction with other attorneys? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I practiced with—— 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not asking you to state with whom you prac- 
ticed. I just want to know whether you were a member of a firm. 

Mr. Scowarzpart. I was a member of a firm; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been a member of the National Lawyers’ 
Guild at any time during the course of the practice of your profession ? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I have. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Duri ing what period of time 

Mr. Scuwarzparr. Well, I would say ss 1945 to the present 
time. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is your membership ¢ 

Mr. Scuwarzparr. That’s an approximate date. 

Mr. Tavenner. Has your one been here in the city of 
Albany during that per iod of time 

Mr. ScHwarzpart. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been active in the sense of occupying a 
position of any character in that organization ¢ 

Mr. ScHwarzpart. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TavenNeER. What positions have you held ? 

Mr. Scuwarzparr. Well, I was chairman of the local chapter of 
the National Lawyers’ Guild for, I believe, 2 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. What years were those / 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I wouldn’t be sure, sir, but I believe it was 
about 1949 or 1950, thereabouts. 

Mr. Tavenner. What other positions have you held ? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. Um a member of the national executive board 
of the National Lawyers’ Guild. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you held any other position with the national 
organization / 

Mr. ScHwarzpart. I don’t believe so, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been on the national executive 
board of the National Lawyers’ Guild ? 

Mr. Scuwarzrart. Two or three years. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has made a rather extensive investi- 
gation in certain places, particularly in Los Angeles, into the Com- 
nist Party purposes in its work in connection with the National Law- 
yers’ Guild. A group of lawyers who have te stifie d before our com- 
mittee stated that the y had bee *n members of 1 group or cell of the 
Communist Party composed exclusively of Gaeaan They called it 
the professional cell. 

One of the witnesses who testified that he had been a member and 
had later withdrawn from the party was Mr. David Aaron. Mr. 
Aaron said he was given to understand that the Lawyers’ Guild was 
to be made as much as possible the legal arm to speak for and repre- 
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sent the Communist Party. He was asked if he had been given any 
directions with regard to participation in the activities of the . Lawyers’ 
Guild, and he went on to describe what his activities had been, and 
stated, in the course of his testimony, that it had been decided at one 
time he should be secretary of the Los Angeles chapter—that is, 
decided by the Cotati Party group, composed exclusively of 
lawyers. 

Mr. A. Marburg Yerkes was a law professor in a university in or 
close to Los Angeles, and he testified that he, too, had been a member 
of the Communist Party for a period of time, and he described his 
activities in the National Lawyers’ Guild as a member of the Com- 
munist Party and the efforts the Communist Party was_making 
through that organization of attorneys to infiltrate the National 
Lawyers’ Guild and influence its conduct or its action. 

I would like to know from you whether you have any knowledge 
of the activities of the Communist Party or any effort on the part of 
the Communist Party to infiltrate the National Lawyers’ Guild, either 
on the local level here at Albany where you were a member or on 
the national level where you were a member of the executive board. 

(At this point Mr. Schwarzbart conferred with Mr. Weissman.) 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I respectfully decline to answer that question, 
sir. 

Mr. TAveNNER. On what ground ? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. On the grounds of the fifth amendment, in that 
I should not be required to testify against myself, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. On the grounds that any answer you might give 
might tend to incriminate you, Mr. Schwarzbart ? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I prefer the language of the Constitution, sir— 
the same effect. 

Mr. Kearney. You don’t prefer the usual language of the usual 
witness. 

Mr. Scowarzpart. Pardon, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. You don’t prefer the usual language of the usual 
witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are relying upon the fifth amendment. I want 
to ask you this question principally for the purpose of testing to some 
extent your good faith in reliance upon that reply, or upon the fifth 
amendment: You say that you were employed by the State of New 
York when this subpena was served on you on May 14, and that on 
last Wednesday you resigned from your position, the resignation to 
become effective, I believe, at the end of this month. Let me ask you 
this question: Did you at any time during the course of your employ- 
ment by the State of New Y om either admit or deny to your superior 
in the State government, or to any other responsible official in the 
State government, that sib had been a member of the Communist 
Party at any time? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I'll respectfully refuse to answer that question, 
sir. 

Mr. TavenNner. Have you ever made application for a position with 
the Federal Government ? 

Before you answer that, on what grounds do you rely for your 
refusal to answer? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. Yes, sir; the same grounds, sir. 
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Mr. Tavenner. If you will answer my question, please. 

Mr. Scuowarzpart. I have no recollection of such. 

Mr. TavenneER. When you made application for your position with 
the State government of the State of New York, did you make it in 
writing ? 

Mr. ScowarzpBart. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. In that statement or in any question that was asked 
you, was reference made in any way to either your membership or 
nonmembership in an organization which had for its purpose the 
overthrow of the Government of the United States? 

(At this point Mr. Schwarzbart conferred with Mr. Weissman.) 

Mr. ScHwarzBart. I will refuse to answer that, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been identified during the course of the 
testimony here today as having been a member of what was known 
as either the county committee or the city committee of the Communist 
Party in the Albany area. Did you hear that testimony by Mr. 
Davis—Mr. John Davis? 

(At this point Mr. Schwarzbart conferred with Mr. Weissman.) 

My first question a Did you hear Mr. Davis testify to that effect? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I did hear Mr. Davis testify, but not to that 
effect, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Davis, according to my recollection of the tes- 
timony, identified you as having been a member of that committee— 
that is, the city committee or the county committee, as it was variously 
called, or section committee of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. That is not my recollection of the testimony. 

Mr. Tavenner. Regardless of whether my recollection is correct or 
whether yours is, were you a member of the section committee or the 
city committee or the county committee of the Communist Party in 
Albany ? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I'll refuse to answer that, sir—same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. While an employee of the government of the State 
of New York, were you at any time a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I’ll refuse to answer that, sir, for the same 
reason. 

Mr. TavenNnER. Were you aware of the existence of a group or cell 
of the Communist Party in the city of Albany composed principally 
of persons employed in the State government in Albany? 

Mr. ScHwarzBartT. I'll refuse to answer that, sir—same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. It has been testified here today by Mr. John Davis 
that members of the Communist Party who were employed by the 
State government were used here in this community as leaders in the 
various groups that were established—that is, various groups of the 
Communist Party that were established here. Are you aware that 
that was true? 

Mr. Scuwarzeart. I'll decline to answer, sir—same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you engage in any Communist Party : activities 
in Albany in the year 1946 or 1947? 

Mr. Scuwarzparr. I'll decline to answer that, sir, for the same 
reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend any Communist Party meeting held 
in the city of Albany in 1946 or 1947? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. Same refusal; same reason. 
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Mr. Taverner. Mr. John Davis testified that a meeting was held 
of the Communist Party members at the home of Evelyn Goldstein— 
attended by her, my recollection is also by her husband, by yourself, 
and Mr. Morris Zuckman—the purpose of which was to arrive at 
a decision as to what should be done about the continuance of Mr. 
Zuckman as head of the American Labor Party in the city of Albany. 
Did vou attend such a meeting? 

Mr. Scuwarzparr. I'll refuse to answer, sir—same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you consulted on the subject ? 

Mr. Scuwarzparr. Same answer, for the same reason, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Davis testified that it was decided at one stage 
ef the difficulty arising over Mr. Zuckman’s conduct of his office 
that he should be removed as head of the American Labor Party in 
the city of Albany and that, as a result of that, both he and Mr. 
Harold Klein, a Communist organizer in the district, were called 
to the city of New York and were advised that the decision was off 
and that Mr. Zuckman should remain in his position. 

When I say “called to New York,” I mean to meet with members 
of the Communist Party on the State level. I understood from his 
testimony that you had made a telephone call to the city of New 
York in regard to this matter. Did you make such a telephone call? 

Mr. Scrwarzpart. I'll refuse to answer, sir, for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Davis also testified, in the course of the morn- 
ing, that you took him aside on one occasion and that you told him 
during the period that he was organizer in this area before taking 
any action he should consult you as there might be some difference 
in opinion as to your ideas of how things might be done and that 
of others in the group. Did you have such a conversation with him ? 

Mr. Scrrwarzpart. I'll refuse to answer, sir, for the same reason. 

Mr. SCHERER. Was Mr. Davis’ testimony that he gave before this 
committee this morning true or false? , 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I'll refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, I request the witness be instructed 
to answer that question. He has given no reason for refusing. 

Mr. Kearney. May I ask the witness upon what grounds? 

Mr. Scuwarzparr. On the same grounds. 

Mr. Kearney. If the witness refuses to answer the question, let him 
give the grounds. 

Mr. Scnwarznart. I’m sorry. I thought I had made it clear— 
on the same grounds, of the fifth amendment, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. In each refusal you have given, you have intended 
to rely upon the fifth amendment as your ground for your refusal? 

Mr. ScHwarzpart. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think he can say on the same grounds, if he repeats 
it each time, but you didn’t in response to my question, and that 
is why I asked the chairman to instruct you to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I wanted to ask you what your intention is in the 
matter. It would present an entirely different situation if your 
intention were not expressed. 

Now, I think I should say to you, Mr. Schwarzbart, that in the 
course of our investigation here information has been received that 
you are not at this time a member of the Communist Party. Is that 
true or is it false? 
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Mr. Scuwarzpart. I am not a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. TavenneER. When did you cease to become a member? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I'll refuse to answer that question, sir, for the 
same reason. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Were you a member on the 14th day of May, when 
the subpena was served on — 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. No, si 

Mr. TAVENNER. Were you a me mber on January 1, 1953? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. No, si 

Mr. TavenNerR. Were em a member on January 1, 1952? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. No, sir. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you a member on January 1, 1951? 

(At this point Mr. Schwarzbart conferred with Mr. Weissman.) 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. Ill refuse to answer that, sir, for the same 
reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Actually, you were not a member in January 1, 
1951, were you! ree 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I'll refuse to answer that, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of fact, wasn’t it during the year 1950 
that you were expelled from the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I[’]l refuse to answer that, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was it that occurred that changed your sit- 
uation in either 1950 or 1951, as you state, which places your answer 
on a different basis as to the two periods of time ? 

Mr. Scuwarzpeart. I'll refuse to answer that, sir, for the same 
reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you attended any Communist Party meetings 
since January 1, 1951? 

Mr. Scuwarzparr. I'll refuse to answer that, sir, for the same 
reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you attended Communist Party meetings 
since January 1, 1952? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. No, sir 

Mr. Tavenner. You have told this committee that you have not 
been a member of the Communist Party certainly since January 1, 
1952. You have refused to answer whether or not you were a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party prior to that time on the ground, you 
state, that you are afraid that if you do so it might tend to incriminate 
you. Now, actually, you are not in fear of incrimination, are you, 
Mr. Schwarzbart ? 

You have heard various witnesses testify here during this hearing 
as to their prior Communist Party membership. You are not actually 
in fear of criminal prosecution, are you ? 

(At this point Mr. Schwarzbart conferred with Mr. Weissman.) 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I'll refuse to answer that, sir, relying on the 
fifth amendment in good faith. 

Mr. Tavenner. You insist, then, in reliance upon that right, which 
the Constitution gives you? 

Mr. ScHWARZBART. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And if you are acting in good faith, it is a position 
that you are entitled to t: ike. 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I believe I am, sir. 

Mr. TaveNnNER. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 
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Mr. Scuerer. How could your admission about membership in the 
Communist Party possibly incriminate you ? 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I'l] refuse to answer that, sir, for the same 
reason. 

Mr. Scuerer. While you were employed by the State of New York, 
Mr. Schwarzbart, did you ever receive any compensation directly or 
indirectly from Communists or from the Communist Party, either as 
an attorney or otherwise ? 

(At this point Mr. Schwarzbart conferred with Mr. Weissman. ) 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. I'll refuse to answer that, sir, for the same 
reason. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Kearney. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Scuwarzpart. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. David Rappaport. 

Mr. Kearney. Will you raise your right hand? 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give before 
this committee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Rarpaport. I do. 

Mr. Chairman, I—am I addressing myself to Mr. Tavenner, or 
should I address myself to the chairman ? 

Mr. Tavenner. To the chairman, 

Mr. Rappaport. Mr. Chairman, I have been subpenaed, which means 
that I have been compelled to appear before this body. I must be 
frank. I don’t have the esteem for this body that I have for the Con- 
gress in general. 

Mr. Kearney. I am not interested in whether you have any esteem 
for this body or not. 

Mr. Rappaport. I think this is an outrageous proceeding. 

Mr. Kearney. The witness will take the chair. 

Mr. Rappaport. Therefore, I request that I be not compelled to par- 
ticipate in this proceeding over the radio. 

Mr. Kearney. All right. 

Mr. Rappaport. I don’t wish to contribute to the misinformation 

Mr. Kearney. Your request is granted 

Mr. Rappaport. Of the people listening to it. 

Mr. Kearney (continuing). Under the rules of the committee. 








TESTIMONY OF ARPAD DAVID RAPPAPORT, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, ROBERT LEWIS 


Mr. TavENNER. What is your name, sir? 

Mr. Rappaport. Arpad David Rappaport. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Rappaport. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 
Mr. Lewis. The name is Robert Lewis. My office is at 104 East 
Ith Street, New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Rappaport? 
Mr. Rappaport. I was born in Hungary on December 6, 1908. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized American citizen ? 

Mr. Rappaport. I am, sir. 


4 
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Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you naturalized ¢ 

Mr. Rapparorr. Through my mother, who married a naturalized 
citizen, who was naturalized in the southern district court on June 3, 
1900. 

Mr. Tavenner. Under what name were you naturalized ? 

Mr. Rarraport. Arpad David Rappaport. 

Mr. Tavenner. Due to the fact you referred to your mother’s hav- 
ing married another person, I didn’t know just how that was handled. 

Mr. Rappavorr. I should explain the subpena is in the name of 
David Rappaport, but my official name is Arpad David Rappaport. 
I have difficulties with the first name, as to spelling and pronuncia- 
tion, which has caused me a certain amount of inconvenience, and 
others as well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, then, will you spell your first name correctly, 
please, for the record ? 

Mr. Rappaport. A-r-p-a-d. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession, Mr. Rappaport? 

Mr. Rappaport. It’s difficult to e xplain right now what my profes- 
sion and status are. Owing to the invasion of this committee into the 
city of Albany, in violation of the 10th amendment to the Constitu- 
tion, which provides that the State has its own responsibilities in 
judging the qualifications and merits of its employees, I was suspended 
from my position on or about July 2. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what way has this committee interfered with 
your rights of employment? 

Mr. Raprparort. In that my suspension was coincidental with my 
notification to my employers that I had been subpenaed, as I thought 
it proper that I should notify them. 

I have been working for the State of New York for about 19 years. 
During that period I was given every reason to think that I was 
a loyal and capable employee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you 

Mr. Kearney. Why all this explanation, then, if you have nothing 
to fear? 

Mr. Rappaport. It’s not an explanation, sir. It’s a statement that 
this committee has done me considerable harm, unjustifiable harm, 
and has forced the State to cancel its attitude of approval that it has 
maintained toward me for a long time. 

Mr. Krarney. Is that by your own doings ? 

(No response. ) 

Mr. Kearney. Has that been brought about by your own doings? 

Mr. Rappaport. Beg pardon? 

Mr. Krarnry. I ask you, as a witness: Is that harm brought about 
by your own doings? 

(At this point Mr. Rappaport conferred with Mr. Lewis.) 

Mr. Rappaport. Sir, I have just finished explaining that my sus- 
pension immediately followed the service of the subpena on me by that 
young man sitting there. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, during the time you were employed by the 
State of New York, when you said you were a loyal citizen, were you 
ever a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rappaport. Sir, I’m proud to live under this glorious Constitu- 
tion and, what is more, I will make full use of it for my protection 











2512 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE ALBANY AREA 


because I hope it will be the protection of 160 million—200 million 
a i in 10 years. 

Kearney. Would you mind answering the question just ad- 
dre in! to you by the Congressman / 

Mr. Rappaport. I will answer that question, sir. 

I do not uae isa legislative inquiry. 1 consider it what many 
others have considered it—an inquisition. 

Mr. Kearney. Well, I direct the witness to answer the question. 

Mr. Rappaport. That being so, 1, therefore, decline to answer that 
question under the Constitution of the United States—the first article 
of the Bill of Rights, which provides for treedom of speech and 
freedom of association. Furthermore, I invoke independently and 
with it the protection in the same Constitution, which I love and 
honor, which does not compel me to be a witness against myself, I 
shall not be a witness avalnst my self in this hearing. 

Mr. Scuerer. It couldn’t be that you lost your position with the 
State of New York because you were a member of the Communist 
Party, could it ¢ 

Mr. Rappaport. I have not yet lost my position with the State of 
New York. As | said be ‘fore, ] have been SUS] vended. 

1 have not resigned = my position. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. Could it be that you were suspended be- 
cause you were a member of the Communist Party 

Mr. Rappaport. Sir, you are entering a field of spec ulation. I leave 
speculation with you. oul lit be? 
~'That’s a question I can’t answer. That’s a matter of opinion; and 
I think you have, from your point of view, an extremely well-informed 
kind of opinion. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your opinion- — 

Mr. Raprarorr. Opinion? I can’t even give an opinion on a ques- 
tion like that. 

Mr. TAvennER. As to whether—— 

Mr. Rappaport. No rational human being can answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. As to whether or not you are a member of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Raprarort. What’s the question ? 

(At this point Mr. Rap ypaport conferred with Mr. Lewis.) 
Mr. Rarrarorr. What is the que stion, p please, sir? 

Restate it. 

Mr. Kearney. Well, if the witness would stop making speeches and 
listen to the question, he would probably understand it. 

Mr. Scuerer. Let me ask this question. Did any official from the 
State of New York, when you were suspended, ask you whether or not 
you were a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Rappaport. No official of the State of New York asked me any- 
thing. 

Mr. Scuerer. Now, if he had asked you, what would have been your 
answer / 

Mr. Rappaport. I'll make that answer when and if he asks me, in 
accordance with the law. 

Mr. Kearney. Why were you suspended from your position in the 
State of New York? 

Mr. Rappaport. Is that a relevant question, sir? 

I would like to ask my attorney whether it is relevant to this inquiry. 
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Mr. Kearney. Yes. 

(At this point Mr. Rappaport conferred with Mr. Lewis.) 

Mr. Rappaport. Sir, that matter will be discussed when my case 
is heard. I would like to be excused from answering it. 

Mr. Kearney. [ want to insist upon an answer. 

Mr. Rappaport. Very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Rappaport, you started out by saying this 
committee had done you a great injustic e. 

Your name was mentioned here this morning—I believe it was men- 
tioned also yesterday—in connection with the Communist Party in 
a very definite w: ly. It has been the practice of this committee in a 

situation of that kind to _ na persons who have been mentioned— 
not in all cases, but at least to give every individual an op portunity 
to come here and occupy the seat that you are occupying and deny that 
or explain it, if there is anything untrue about it. So, if this com- 
mittee has been unfair in any way to you, in hearing evidence relating 
to alleoed Communist Party membership on your part, right now 
is the time to ovet it straightened out, and I want to give you that 
chance. 

Now, will you tell the committee the facts regarding your knowledge 
of Communist P arty ac tivities in Albany ¢ 

Mr. Rarravorr. First of all, when I was subpenaed here, and when 
I arrived before you, I made it pretty plain 1 was out of sympathy 
with your aims. Now, I based that lack of sympathy on some very 
distinguished opinions in the matter. 

Mr. TAvENNER. - am not asking you anything about your sympathy 
or your feeling either for or against this committee. It is a matter 
of fact lam a about 

To be specific, let me ask you this que stion: You were ide ntified by 
Mr. John Davis this morning as having been a member of the Commu- 
nist Party in the city of Albany and having been active in its work. 
Was that true or was it false ? 

Now is your op portunity to explain. 

Mr. Rap parort. I decline to be a witness against myself, in accord- 
ance with the Constitution of the United States. 

As to other matters, I have already stated my views. 

I understand this is not a court of law. I understand this is a legis- 
lative hearing, sir. 

May I make some recommendations to your body ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I doubt very much if the committee would be inter- 
ested in what you would say. 

Mr. Scruerer. Just a minute, Mr. Tavenner. If he would answer 
those’ questions on which he took the fifth amendment, I would be 
willing to listen to his recommendations. 

Tavenner. That is what I am trying to tell him. 

Mr. Raprarorr. It appears to me, sir, this committee has a very 
narrow interest. 

I don’t want to boast, but I have a broader interest apparently than 
this committee has. ; 

Mr. Krarney. That is the opinion of some individuals, but in the 
opinion of the vast m: jority of the people of this country this com- 
mittee is interested in the welfare of our country. 

Mr. Rappaport. I accept that, sir, as your opinion. 
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Mr. Kearney. You were an employee of the Joint Welfare—— 

Is that the name of your agency # 

Mr. Rappaport. New York State Department of Social Welfare. 

Mr. Kearney. And who is your superior ¢ 

Mr. Raprarort. The commissioner. 

You mean the head of the department ? 

Mr. Kearney. Yes. 

Mr. Rappaport. Commissioner Robert Landsdale. 

Mr. Kearney. Did he interview you after you were served a 
subpena ? 

Mr. Rappaport. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Who did? 

Mr. Rappaport. I wasn’t interviewed. I simply reported to my 
immediate superior. 

Mr. Kearney. Who was that? 

Mr. Rappaport. Dr. Schneider, head of the bureau of statistics. 

Mr. Kearney. At that time you reported to him, did you refuse to 
be sworn? 

Mr. Rappaport. No, sir? 

Mr. Kearney. You did not? 

Mr. Rappaport. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Before Dr. Huston? 

Mr. Rappaport. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. And you said you did not. 

Mr. Rapraport. I made the statement that I had been requested 
to appear before Mr. Keniry, in the State attorney general’s office, and 
Mr. Keniry, I think, is here and will bear me out; and when he asked 
me to be sworn, I said this is the first I heard of the investigation into 
my competence—this is the first my competence was in question—and, 
therefore, I asked him if it was customary to swear in and testify to 
one’s own incompetence without representation by an attorney, and 
I declined to so swear in. 

Mr. Kearney. That is what I asked you a minute ago, and you 
said you didn’t. 

Mr. Rappaport. That was before Doctor—you asked me whether I 
refused—I was concealing nothing—you asked me whether I refused 
to swear in. Mr. Keniry is here. I couldn’t be concealing anything. 
There are two different State officials. You asked me about Dr. 
Schneider, and then you asked me about Mr. Huston. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, he first asked you whether you refused to swear 
before a State official. Now, is Dr. Huston a State official ? 

Mr. Rappaport. Yes, sir; he is. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, evidently you missed the chairman’s question. 

Mr. Rappaport. If I missed his question, I regret it. I intend to 
answer truthfully. 

Mr. Kearney. I just want it straight for the record. At that time 
you appeared before Dr. Huston, did you refuse to be sworn? 

Mr. Rappaport. I did, for the reason stated. 

Mr. Krarney. All right; proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did your employment with the State of New 
York begin ? 

Mr. Rappaport. It began toward the end of 1934 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the nature of your employment, or what 
has it been since 1934, in a general way ? 
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Mr. Rarrarort. In a general way, I was a scientific secretary in 
the division of laboratory and research. The title was principal clerk, 
laboratory. 

Then I took an open competitive examination, and somewhere 
around the end of 1939 I was appointed junior statistician; and then 
I was promoted to other titles and, finally, I was promoted to the 
title of senior economist. 

Incidentally, my last annual service rating was superior. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time you obtained employment by the State, 
did you sign any application for your position which indicated 
whether or not you had ever been or were at that time a member of 
an organization which had for its purpose the overthrow of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States? 

Mr. Rappaport. What period are you referring to, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, let us make it general and say any period of 
time during your employment. 

(At this point Mr. Rapp: uport conferred with Mr. Lewis.) 

Mr. Rarrarortr. At this point I claim the privilege previously re- 
ferred to—that I shall not be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did vou state at any time to your superior, or any 
other responsible Government official, that you either had been or 
had not been a member of the Communist Party at any time? 

Mr. Rarparort. I do not recall any such conversation. To the best 
of my knowledge, I never made such statement. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rapparorr. I decline to answer on the grounds stated previ- 
ously—namely, bearing witness against myself. 

Mr. TavenNer. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Rappaport. I decline for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Kearney. If there are no further questions, the witness will 
be excused. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. John Wright. 

Mr. Kearney. Will you hold up your right hand and be sworn? 

Do you swear the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Wnuienr. I do. 

Mr. Cottoms. Mr. Chairman, at this point, may I request that the 
broadcast instruments be turned off ? 

Mr. Kearney. The request is granted. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN WRIGHT, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
ALBERT L. COLLOMS 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Wrieut. John Wright. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Wricut. Yes, I am. 

Mr. TavENNER. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Cottoms. Albert L. Colloms—C-o-1-l-o-m-s—342 Madison Av- 
enue, New York City. 
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Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Wright? 

Mr. Wricur. I wonder if, before I begin to answer questions, I 
may have an opportunity to read a statement that I would like to 
present to the committee. 

Mr. Krarnry. You may send the statement to the Chair here. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. When and where were you born, please, sir? 

Mr. Wrienr. June 20, 1900, in Brandford, England. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized citizen of the United States? 

Mr. Wricurt. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you naturalized ¢ 

Mr. Wricur. I regret that I don’t have the certificate with me, but 
I was under age at the time my father was naturalized and I should 
say that, I know definitely, went back before World War I. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ! 

Mr. Wricir. I resigned my position. So, I assume I am unem- 
ployed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, what was your position before you resigned ? 

Mr. Wricur. I was a State employee. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the i re of your employment ? 

Mr. Wricur. I was employed by the Division of Parole for the 
State of New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your employment? 

Mr. WRIGHT. Well, you mean for the entire period, or for- — 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Let’s start at the beginning. When were you 
first employed by the State government / 

Mr. Wrieir. I think it was August 1930, that I entered the State 
service. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, then, will you describe in a general way 
what your employme nt has been since that a 

Mr. WriGcurt. With the exce ption ofa year oO * two, all told. in field 
work and in institutional work, I have been e aakaae continuously in 
the central office of the division of parole 

Mr. Tavenner. The records of the committee show you were served 
with a subpena by Mr. James A. Andrews, investigator of this com- 
mittee, on June 15, 1953, to appear asa witness at this hearing, and 
that it was served on you at the New York State vocational institution 
on that date. 

Mr. Wrigut. That’s right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that in accordance with the facts? 

Mr. Wricur. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were, therefore, employed there at that time? 

Mr. Wrieut. Yes, in that institution; that is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your employment prior to 1930? 

Mr. Wrieur. For part of that time—that is, subsequent to a com- 
pletion of my formal education—I was engaged in the life-insurance 
business, and for another part of it in the teaching profession. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Wrigur. I have an A. B. from Hamilton College, 1921, and an 
A. M. from Middlebury College, 1923 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Wright, I would like to ask you whether you 
were a member of the Communist Party on September 29, 1948. 
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Mr. Wricur. I decline to answer that question for the following 
reasons: 

(1) Iconsider any question concerning my associations, my political 
views, or my affiliations a violation of certain rights guaranteed to me 
and all other citizens under the first amendment of the Bill of Rights 
of our Constitution. That is, respectively, the right of freedom of 
speech and the right of peaceful association. ; 

(2) 1 decline to answer such questions because I cannot permit 
myself to become a party to the actions of this committee w hich, in my 

view, violate our country’s long tradition of political freedom. 

(3) I decline to answer such questions independently on the grounds 
of the protection afforded me by the fifth amendment in the Bill of 
Rights, which establishes for all citizens the right not to be a witness 
against himself. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what work were you engaged in September of 
1948, with the State of New York? 

Where was your office at that time? What was the address of your 
oflice ¢ 

Mr. Wricut. To the best of my recollection, it was 547 Broadway. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of the building, if any, in which 
your office was located ? 

Mr. Wricur. I think it’s called the Drislane Building. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever have an office in the Alfred E. Smith 
suilding ¢ 

Mr. Wricut. No, sir. 

TAvVENNER. Is any part of the offices of the division of parole 
located in the Alfred E. Smith Building ? 

Mr. Wrienr. If they are, it is not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is any other part of the State government located 
in that building? 

Mr. Wricur. In the Alfred E. Smith Building? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Wricur. I understand that’s a 24-story building and it’s all 
occupied by city offices, 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Wricut. I may be mistaken, but I understand that is a fact. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall having received an invitation to a 
Communist Party meeting in September 1948 for the specific purpose 
of discussing work of a congressional committee ? 

Mr. Wricur. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds 
as pre vical stated. 

Mr. TAveENNER. I hand you what appears to be a photostatic copy 
of a letter addressed to you. Will you examine it, please, and state 
whether or not you rec: all having received the or iginal of that letter? 

(At this point Mr. Wright conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mr. Wricurt. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer the letter in evidence 
and ask it be marked “John Wright Exhibit No. 1 

Mr. Kearney. It will be received and marked in evidence. 

(The photostatie copy of a post card, addressed to Mr. John Wright 
and postmarked September 29, 1948, was marked and received in 


evidence as “John Wright Exhibit No. 1.” 
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JOHN Wrient Exuisit No. 1 





Mr. Wricut. By the way, Mr. Counselor, you referred to that as a 
letter. Actually, it occurs to me, as I read it, that is a post card—a 
Government post card. I think there vught to be a distinction be- 
tween the 
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Mr. Tavenner. Yes, and I better draw the same distinction in my 
question. 

Did you receive the post card this appears to be a copy of? 

Mr. Wricur. I refuse to answer for the same reasons. On the same 
grounds, 

Mr. Kearney. Now that we have gotten the distinction between 
the post card and the letter given, Mr. Counsel, will you proceed ? 

Mr. TavenneErR. I will need the letter before I proceed. 

Mr. Kearney. Post card. 

Mr. Tavenner. Postcard. Excuse me. 

This post card bears the post mark “Schenectady, September 29, 
1948” and addressed “Mr. John Wright, New York State Division of 
Parole, Alfred E. Smith Building, Albany, N. Y.” The message 
reads: 

The Communist Party of Schenectady calls a public meeting Wednesday eve- 
ning, 8 p. m., at 116 Wall Street. 

We desire to explain the hearings of the House Labor Committee on Commu- 
nist members of Local 301, UR. 

(At this point Mr. Wright conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mr. TAavENNER (continuing to read) : 

A unity of civic-minded Schenectady residents and party members is necessary 
to stop this violation on your civil rights and their attempts to betray trade 
unions for the warmongers of Wall Street. 

Signed “Philip Bayer”—B-a-y-e-r. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Counsel, did you say it was with reference to 
the Labor Committee of the House ? 

Mr. TAavENNER. Yes, sir. 

Are you acquainted with Philip Bayer ? 

Mr. Wrieut. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend the meeting mentioned on this post 
card? 

(At this point Mr. Wright conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mr. Wrieut. I decline to answer for the same reasons. 

Mr. Kearney. Are any of those meetings well attended ? 

(At this point Mr. Wright conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mr. Wricut. Were you addressing a question to me, Mr. Chairman? 

I didn’t get it. Would you mind repeating it? 

Mr. Kearney. Are any of those meetings well attended ? 

Mr. Wricut. Which meetings are you referring to? 

Mr. Kearney. The one counsel just referred to. 

Mr. Wrigut. I’m not quite sure. He spoke of one meeting. You 
spoke of a series of meetings. 

Mr. Kearney. I am speaking of the same meeting. 

Mr. Wricut. I couldn’t answer that question for the same reasons. 

(At this point Mr. Wright conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Wright, you have been identified during the 
course of the hearings here as having been a State employee in Albany 
who was a member of the Communist Party, and that you were active 
in the work of the party. Were you properly and correctly identified 
as having been a member of the Communist Party in Albany? 

Mr. Wricut. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Wricurt. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Have you ever been a member of the 
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Mr. Wricur. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Scuerer. Wait a minute. 

Mr. Kearney. I suggest the witness wait until counsel finishes the 
question; then answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. There were indications you had decided not to an- 
swer any questions that the committee might ask you. 

Mr. Wricur. That is an observation to which you are entitled. 

Mr. Tavenner. And am I correct about it ? 

Mr. Wricurt. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

(At this point Mr. Wright conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mr. Wricut. By the way, I turned over to counsel, which he handed 
up to the chairman, a statement which I asked permission to read, and 
I have heard no more about it. 

Mr. ‘TavenNer. Do you think you should be permitted to make a 
statement, when you have decided you will not answer any questions? 

Mr. Wrieut. I certainly think I should be permitted to read it under 
any circumstances. 

Mr. Scurrer. I will recommend to the chairman if the gentleman 
will answer all the questions to which he has pled the fifth amendment 
that he be allowed to read the statement in full and that it be made 
a part of the record. 

Mr. Wrieut. Pardon me. I would say it shouldn’t be conditional. 
After all, if you have the National Association of Manufacturers on 
your side, most of the press, big business, what do you have to worry 
about my reading a statement ? 

What’s—really, what can I do to you? 

Mr. Kearney. I am going to ask the officers to eject those who 
caused that demonstration. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kearney. The witness is excused. 

Now, if some of our guests think they can turn this hearing into 
something to suit their own purpose, they are sadly mistaken. 

Call the next witness, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Irving Gold. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Gold, do you swear that the testimony you are 
about to give will be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Gop. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF IRVING GOLD, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
ALBERT L. COLLOMS 


Mr. TaveNNER. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Gop. Irving Gold. 

Mr. TavenNer. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Gop. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Cotztoms. Albert L. Colloms, 342 Madison Avenue, New York 
City. 

May I respectfully request that the broadcast instruments be turned 
off at this time, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. The request is granted. 
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Mr. TAvENNER. When and where were you born, Mr. Gold? 

Mr. Gorn. I was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., 1912. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession or occupation ¢ 

Mr. Gorn. At the moment I’m unemployed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal training, educational training, has been ? 

Mr. Goin. I went through the public schools in New York city and 
graduated from New York University in 1934, and in 1936 I received 
the master’s degree from Brooklyn College, with a major in American 
history, at which time I wrote a thesis on Lincoln and the Supreme 
Court. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you tell the committee, please, what your 
record of employment has been since 1938 ? 

Mr. Gorn. In 1938 IT was employed at the New York City Civil 
Service Commission, and I remained in that position until 1942, when 
I took a position with the New York State Department of Civil 
Service. 

Mr. Tavenner. And how long did you remain in that position? 

Mr. Gorn. I resigned from that position effective June 30 of this 
year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you served with a subpena to appear as a 
witness before this committee ? 

Mr. Gop. I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date on which the service was made? 

Mr. Gop. As I recollect, it was June 18. 

Mr. Tavenner. June 18? 

(At this point Mr. Gold conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mr. Tavenner. The return on your subpena shows this service was 
made on you at your office. Where was your office located 2 

Mr. Gorn. 39 Columbia Street, in Albany. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were you employed at that time? 

Mr. Gotp. I was employed as an associate personnel technician in 
the State civil-service department. 

Mr. Tavenner. For the State of New York? 

Mr. Gorn. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have just stated you have resigned your posi- 
tion, the same to become effective at some future date; do I understand, 
or some past date? 

Mr. Gop. The resignation took effect June 30. 

Mr. TavenNeER. June 30? 

Mr. Gop. That’s right. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you resign? 

Mr. Gorp. I believe it was June 25. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first come to the city of Albany to 
engage in your work or in the work of your posit ion ? 

Mr. Goxp. In 1942, I think it was, August 15. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had you been a member of the Communist Party 
prior to your coming to Albany ? 

Mr. Gorn. I decline to answer the question on the grounds follow- 
ing, I have 3 or 4 parts to my declination: 

(1) This country has become great and has been my 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, let me interrupt you a minute. 
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Mr. Kearney. I will ask the witness, which is his privilege, to de- 
cline to answer under the stated grounds without going into a lengthy 
tirade. 

(At this point Mr. Gold conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mr. Gop. I decline to answer on the grounds of the first, fifth and 
sixth amendments. 

Mr. Kearney. Thank you. 

(At this point Mr. Gold conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to your resignation from your position with 
the State government, or even after your resignation, did you make 
any sti itement to your superior in the ‘State Government, or any other 
responsible official, either denying or affirming past Communist 
Party membership ? 

Mr. Goxp. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds 
as previously given. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been identified, Mr. Gold, by the wit- 
ness, Mr. John Davis, as having been a member of the Communist 
Party, being one of the group that he termed the State group during 
the year 1946 and 1947 in Albany. 

(At this point Mr. Gold conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that identification of you true or was it false? 

Mr. Gop. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Goxp. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds. 

Mr. persica If you were not a member of the Communist Party, 
would you so state ? 

Mr. Gorn. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Gorn. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Krarney. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Tavenner. Rena Dodd. 

Mr. Kearney. Hold up your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give shall 
be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God ¢ 

Miss Dopp. I do. 

Mr. Lewis. Mr. Chairman, I also request that the radio not be on. 

Mr. Kearney. The request is granted. 


TESTIMONY OF RENA DODD, ACCOMPANIED BY HER COUNSEL, 
ROBERT LEWIS 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 

Miss Dopp. Rena Dodd. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Miss Dopp. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Lewis. My name is Robert Lewis. My office is at 104 East 40th 
Street, New York City. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Are you a native of Albany ? 

Miss Dopp. Yes; I am. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
educational training has consisted of—that is, your formal educational 
training ? 

Miss Dopp. I received my elementary and public school education 
and high school here in New York, and my B. A. from Barnard 
College. 

Mr. Tavenner. Excuse me. Will you speak a little louder and 
a little slower, please ? 

Miss Dopp. | received my public education in Lansingberg schools 
anda B. A. from Barnard College. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you receive your B. A. degree ? 

Miss Dopp. 1932. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee what your record of 
employment has been since that time? 

Miss Dopp. Approximately 1935 through 1936 I worked for the 
Albany Hospital, and since the end of 1936 for the New York State 
Health Department, Division of Laboratories. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that employment began when ? 

Miss Dopp. At the end of 1937. 

Mr. TavenNER. And were you so employed when you were served 
with a subpena to appear as a witness at this hearing ? 

Miss Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you still employed there ? 

Miss Dopp. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did your employment cease ? 

Miss Dopp. July 3. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a result of your own act or that of your 
employer ? 

Miss Dopp. I resigned. 

Mr. Kearney. By request ? 

Miss Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was your resignation to be effective—at once ? 

Miss Dopp. I turned in my resignation July 3. 

As far as I know, that is the date it was effective, but I don’t know. 
Mr. Tavenner. You have been identified as having been a member 
of the Communist Party in the city of Albany. You were identified 
as one of the State employees’ group. Was that identification of you 

correct or was it a mistaken identity? 

Miss Dopp. I shall have to decline to answer that question, be- 
cause, in the first place, I feel this committee is 

Mr. Kearney. I will ask the witness to direct her declination to 
the language used and never mind giving an expression of what she 
thinks of this committee. We are not interested. 

(At this point Miss Dodd conferred with Mr. Lewis.) 

Mr. Tavenner. If you have legal grounds on which you desire to 
refuse to answer, reference to them would be quite sufficient. 

Miss Dopp. Then I would decline on the grounds that it is a breach 
of my rights of freedom of speech, press, and association—first 
amendment—and also not only mine, but the American people. 

I decline on the basis that I do not have to bear witness against 
myself, which is the fifth amendment. 

“Mr. TavenneR. Well, now, at the time you handed in your resigna- 
tion on July 3, did you tell your employer—that is, your superior, or 
any other responsible officer of the State government—that you never 
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had been a member of the Communist Party or that you had been a 
member of the Communist Party at one time? 

Miss Dopp. I decline to answer that for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. What reason did you assign for your resignation ? 

Miss Dovp. I resigned for personal reasons. 

Mr. Krarnry. Did I understand you to say you resigned for per- 
sonal reasons ? 

Miss Dopp. That was the wording of my resignation; yes. 

Mr. Kearney. But that was after you were requested to resign ? 

Miss Dopp. That’s right. 

Mr. Kearney. So there will be no mistake in the record, your res- 
ignation was not voluntary; it was requested ? 

Miss Dopp. That’s right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Miss Dopp. I refuse to answer that for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Miss Dopp. I decline to answer for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Kearney. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Tavenner. Betty Laros. 

Mr. Kearney. Will you hold up your right hand, please? 

Do you swear that the testimony you are about to give shall be the 
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God # 

Miss Laros. I do. 

Mr. Kearney. You don’t see anything funny in taking this oath, 
do you? 

Miss Laros. No; the photographers 

Mr. Lewis. Mr. Chairman, may the radio in this case 

Mr. Kearney. The same request is granted, under the rules of the 
committee. 








TESTIMONY OF BETTY LAROS, ACCOMPANIED BY HER COUNSEL, 
ROBERT LEWIS 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 

Miss Laros. Betty Laros 

Mr. TavenNner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Miss Laros. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Lewis. My name is Robert Lewis, with offices at 104 East 40th 
Street in the city of New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a native of the city of Albany? 

Miss Laros. No: Iam not. I was born in Grinnell, Iowa. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Albany ? 

Miss Laros. Seventeen years, I think, 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside ? 

Miss Laros. 1026 New Scotland Road. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you and the previous witness, Rena Dodd, occu- 
py the same quarters ¢ 

Miss Laros. Yes: her family lived in the house with us. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been ? 
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Miss Laros. I graduated from high school in Grinnell, Iowa; re- 
ceived a B. A. degree from Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa; and took 
a year’s course as a medical technologist at Nebraska University Med- 
1c al School. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you complete that training? 

Miss Laros. The B. A. degree in 1933; the technologist course in 
1934. 

Mr. TAvenNnerR. Will you tell the committee, briefly, how you have 
been employed since 1934 ? 

Miss Laros. Following that, approximately a year at Lordlister 
Hospital in Omaha, and a little over a year at the University of 
Nebraska Medical School; since that time in the divisions of laboratory 
and research at the New York State Health Department. I believe it 
was 1936 or 1937 when I came to Albany. 

Mr. Tavenner. And since 1936 or 1937 you have been employed by 
the State government ? 

Miss Laros. 1937. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then, were you employed in that position at the 
time the subpena was served on you to appear as a witness here? 

Miss Laros. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the date when you were subpenaed to 
appear here? 

Miss Laros. I don’t. I recall it was dated June 2. It was some 
time after that—probably the 13th or 14th. 

Mr. Tavenner. June 11 is the date appearing on the return. 

Miss Laros. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does that conform with your recollection ? 

Miss Laros. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you still employed in the same position ? 

Miss Laros. No. I was asked to resign, and I resigned. 

Mr. TaveNNER. When were you asked to resign ? 

Miss Laros. July 1, I think it was. 

Mr. Kearney. That was after the subpena was served upon you? 

Miss Laros. The subpena was on—on June 11, I believe you said. 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Yes. 

Miss Laros. It was after June 11. July 2 is after June 11. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been identified as being one of a group 
of State employees who were actively engaged in the work of the 
Communist Party in the city of Albany. In fact, Mr. John Davis, 
who was the organizer for the party here, paid organizer, who came 
here from New York in the year 1946 and st aved through most of 
1947, testified that this group of State employees here was the back- 
bone of the Communist Party in this area. As a result of the testi- 
mony he has given us, we have reason to believe that you were a mem- 
ber of that group. If you would do so, you could te ‘II us facts relating 
to the operations of that group, which would add to the sum total of 
the knowledge of the committee regarding Communist activities in 
this area. 

So, I will begin by asking you: Were you a member of that group? 

Miss Laros. I will decline to answer that, and I would like to give 
three legal grounds, which will take me less than a minute, if I may 
be allowed to. 


Mr. TAvenNER. Yes. 
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Miss Laros. My speech is not free if I am compelled to disclose 
my political views. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a minute. 

Miss Laros. I can state the grounds in 1 minute. 

Mr. Tavenner. No; you are making a speech. 

Miss Laros. I am not making a speech. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have legal grounds to rely upon. 

Miss Laros. I decline to answer, invoking the first amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. I suggest the witness consult her counsel, who will 
give her legal grounds. 

Miss Laros. I know my legal grounds. 

Mr. Krarney. We are not going to sit here and listen to a speech. 

Miss Laros. Others have been allowed to give legal grounds. 

Mr. Kearney. Now, we are not going to allow any speeches. 

Miss Laros. I am not making a speech. 

Mr. Kearney. Make use of your counsel. That is what he is there 
for. 

(At this point Miss Laros conferred with Mr. Lewis.) 

Miss Laros. I don’t have to—I decline to answer that question, and 
I invoke the first amendment, guaranteeing freedom of speech, re- 
ligious—religion and assembly. 

I decline to answer, citing the sixth amendment, because I have no 
opportunity to cross-examine the witnesses you h: ave produced. The 
sixth amendment, giving—includes the right to be confronted with 
one’s witnesses. 

Finally, I decline to answer, citing the fifth amendment, which states 
that one cannot be compelled to be a witness against himself, and which 
implies no sense of guilt, which has been decided in the courts 

Mr. Kearney. Did you write that ? 

Miss Laros. That no inference 

Did I write this? I certainly did write it. I certainly did write it. 

Mr. Krarney. You are having a little trouble reading your own 
writing. 

Miss Laros. It was because you wouldn’t let me read it. I had to 
pick out pieces of it. 

Mr. Kearney. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you were asked to resign on or about July 1 
by some State authority, did you advise the official who spoke to you 
either that you had never been a member of the party, Communist 
Party, or that you had been a member of the Communist Party at one 
time? 

(At this point Miss Laros conferred with Mr. Lewis.) 

Miss Laros. I decline to answer, using the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Miss Laros. I decline to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Miss Laros. I decline for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kearney. The witness is excused. 

The committee will recess for 10 minutes. 

(Whereupon, at 3:45 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
3:55 p. m.) 
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(The hearing reconvened at 4 p. m., the following committee mem- 
ber being present: Representative Bernard W. Kearney (chairman of 
the subcommittee) .) 

Mr. Kearney. The committee will be in order. 

Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Hannah Shapiro. 

Mr. Kearney. Will you raise your right hand ? 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give will be 
the truth, and the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God ? 

Mrs. Suaptro. I do. 

Mr. Cotioms. May I respectfully request at this time that the broad- 
cas et instruments be turned off? 

Kearney. The objection is noted. The broadcasting will be 
goatee under the rules of the committee. 


TESTIMONY OF HANNAH SHAPIRO, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, ALBERT L. COLLOMS 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 

Mrs. Suarrro. Hannah Shapiro. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mrs. Suaprro. Yes; I am. 

Mr. TavENNER. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Cottoms. Albert L. Colloms, 342 Madison Avenue, New York 
City, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a native of the city of Albany? 

Mrs. SuHariro. No; I am not. 

Mr. TavenNeR. Where were you born? 

Mrs. Suarrro. I was born in Poland. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to this country ? 

Mrs. Suaprro. 1920. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized American citizen? 

Mrs. Suartro. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you naturalized? 

Mrs. Suarrro. I was naturalized through my father, who was nat- 
uralized in Louisiana when he was a member of the armed services 
stationed there prior to going overseas in 1918. 

At this point Mrs. Shapiro conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mrs. Suaprro. According to the laws of the time, I was a citizen 
2 years before I came here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly what your 
formal educational training has been ? 

Mrs. Suapmo. I was educated in New York C ity—Brooklyn, to be 
exact; a bachelor’s degree from Brooklyn College; and a master’s de- 
gree from State College for Teachers this past June. 

Mr. Tavenner. What State teachers college was it in which you 
received your certificate in June? 

Mrs. Suarrro. Albany State Teachers College. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a teacher? 

Mrs. Suarrro. No; I am not teaching. 

(Representative Gordon H. Scherer entered the hearing room at 
this point.) 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, I mean by that—of course, this is the holiday 
season—in obtaining your ¢ een to teach at this teachers’ college, 
were you proposing to engage in the profession of teaching? 

Mrs. Suaprro. Yes; I was. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Have you a contract for teaching at any school 
the State ¢ 

Mrs. Suaprro. No. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you apply ? 

Mrs. Suariro. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you accepted / 

Mrs. Suapiro. I was. 

Mr. TavennerR. When ? 

Mrs. Suapiro. In May of this year. 

(At this point Mrs. Shapiro conferred with Mr. Colloms. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Has that been canceled ¢ 

Mrs. Suarrro. Officially, no. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, what do you mean ? 

Mrs. Suapriro. I mean it probably will be after this. 

Mr. TavenNer. but it has not been canceled, and you expect it to 
be as a result of your appearance here ? 

Mrs. Suapiro. That's right. 

Mr. TavenNErR. Well, now, possibly it will not be canceled if we 
have a full explanation from you of what the situation may be about 
past Communist Party activities with which you have been identified. 
I mean by that there is testimony here that you were identified actively 
in the Communist Party here back in 1946 and 1947—as late as that. 
That is as late as the testimony has gone. Were you a member of the 
Communist Party here at that time ¢ 

Mrs. Suariro. | refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first, fifth, and sixth amendments. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you believe that a Communist should be allowed 
to teach our children ¢ 

(At this point Mrs. Shapiro conferred with Mr. Colloms. ) 

Mrs. Suariro. Teach children what specifically ¢ 

Mr. Kearney. Well, let’s answer the question first. 

Mrs. Suapriro. Well—— 

Mr. Kearney. Do you think that a member of the Communist 
Party should be allowed to teach our children ¢ 

(At this point Mrs. Shapiro conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mrs. Suariro. | believe that a person should be permitted to teach 
if he has the ability to teach. 

Mr. Kearney. Well, that isn’t quite answering my question, is it ? 
I insist that you give me a direct answer, “Yes” or “No.” 

Mrs. Suaprmo. That’s a rather hard question to answer. 

Mr. Kearney. I should say that it would be a very hard question 
for you to answer. 

Mrs. Suaprro. I think that if a Communist is a known Communist, 
he should be permitted to teach. Then you know that he is teaching. 

Mr. Kearney. I didn’t hear that. 

Mrs. Suaprro. I think if a person is a known Communist, he should 
be permitted to teach, because then you know what to expect of him. 

Mr. Kearney. But then these individuals who hide behind the legal 
cuaranties of the Constitution and refuse to admit their party affilia- 
tions, they should not be allowed to teach; is that what you mean? 
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(At this point Mrs. Shapiro conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mrs. Suarrro. Well, it’s very difficult to answer directly in this 
committee, because if one does, one is bound to get involved in all kinds 
of legal—— 

Mr. Kearney. No: if one answers the truth before this committee, 
one is given credit for answering the truth and no one is persecuted 
before this committee. What we are seeking is the truth, and we would 
like truthful answers from witnesses. 

Mrs. SHAPIRO. I have seen otherwise in the press. 

Mr. Krarney. You have seen otherwise in the press. 

Let me ask you this question: Before these hearings, have you ever 
attended a hearing of the House Committee on Un-American Activ- 
ities ? 

Mrs. Suariro. No. 

Mr. Kearney. Then, in other words, you don’t know what transpires 
at those hearings or how they are conducted, or how the witnesses 
testify or what their answers are ‘ 

Mrs. Suaprro. We usually get our information from the press and 
the magazines. 

Mr. Kearney. All right; let me ask you these questions as far as 
these hearings are concerned : 

Have you seen any witness denied the opportunity to consult with 
counsel ? 

Have you heard of any witness being abused before this committee ? 

Have you heard of any witness whose rights were denied before 
this committee ? 

Mrs. Suapiro. Well, they weren't permitted to make any statements. 

Mr. Kearney. You mean make any speeches. 

Mrs. Suartro. I don’t know whether you would call it speeches. I 
didn’t know what they had in mind. 

Mr. Kearney. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated you refuse to answer on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment as to whether you had been a member of the 
Communist Party. Don’t you think that a father or mother who has 
a child going to the school in which vou are expected to teach would 
have the right to ask the question as to whether or not there is a 
teacher there who is a member of the Communist Party and subject 
to the directives and the disci Ip line of the Communist Party ? Q 

Don’t you think a father and mother should have that right to 
inquire and ask—— 

Mrs. Suaptro. Well, I think in usual times a person’s opinions, 
whether political or otherwise, are his own business. In these times, 
that isn’t SO; and I think parents would probably want to know that: 
yes. That’s what I said. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you inform the school authorities when 
you applied for this teaching position whether or not vou had ever 
been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. SuHaprro. I wasn’t asked. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were not asked 2 

Mrs. Suaptro. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, I am asking you now. Were you? 

(At this point Mrs. Shapiro conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mrs. Suaprrro. I refuse to answer that on the grounds stated. 
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Mr. Tavenner. What school was it to which you made application 
to teach ? 

Mrs. SHaprro. Scotia High School. 

Mr. Tavenner. Located where? 

Mrs. Suaprrro. In Scotia. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that close to Albany ? 

Mrs. Suaptro. It’s near Schenectady. 

Mr. Kearney. I will say for the record, Mr. Counsel, that is in the 
chairman’s congressional district. It is outside of Schenectady. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Albany ? 

Mrs. Suariro. Fifteen years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party before 
coming to Albany ? 

Mrs. Suaptro. I refuse to answer that question on the previous 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Suaprro. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you believe the Communist Party to be a political 
party ? 

Mrs. Suaptro. Well, it is, isn’t it? 

Mr. Kearney. Well, in the words of its own leaders, it is an organi- 
tion dedicated to the overthrow of our Government by force or vio- 
lence. 

Do you think that any member of such an organization should be 
allowed to teach our children ? 

(At this point Mrs. Shapiro conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mrs. Suapiro. I would like to know where that quotation is from. 

Mr. Kearney. William Z. Foster, head of the Communist Party of 
the United States 

(At this point Mrs. Shapiro conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mr. Krarney. And I also believe that the Supreme Court of the 
United States said so. 

(At this point Mrs. Shapiro conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mrs. Suaptro. I haven’t—I don’t know what Mr. Kearney means 
when he says the Supreme Court of the United States. It seems to me 
that has not been determined. 

Mr. Kearney. It has been determined by the courts of the land that 
the Communist Party of the United States is part of the international 
Communist conspiracy and controlled by the Kremlin. 

Now, with that in mind, do you think that a member of the Commu- 
nist Party should be allowed to teach our children ? 

(At this point Mrs. Shapiro conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mrs. Suaprro. I’m sorry. I don’t have sufficient—I think what Mr. 
Kearney has stated is more or less an opinion. It’s hearsay, and I 
would rather not 

Mr. Kearney. What I stated 

Mrs. Suaptro. Make any statement. 

Mr. Krarney (continuing). To you is hearsay? 

Mrs. Suaprro. I don’t remember any such thing. I don’t know 
enough about the court cases that have gone through the courts to know 
what this is all about. I am sorry. 

Mr. Kearney. All right; proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kearney. The witness is excused. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Harry J. Gordon. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you swear that the testimony you are about to 
give shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God 

Mr. Irsxow1rz. I do. 

Mr. Cottoms. May I renew my request at this time that the broad- 
cast——— 


Mr. Kearney. The request is granted. 


TESTIMONY OF HARRY GORDON ITSKOWITZ, ACCOMPANIED BY 
HIS COUNSEL, ALBERT L. COLLOMS 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Irskowitz. The name, as it appears on the subpena that I re- 
ceived, is Harry Gordon Itskowitz. 

Mr. TavenneER. Will you spell the last name, please ¢ 

Mr. ItsKowrrz. I-t-s-k-o-w-i-t-z. 

Mr. TAvenner. Is that your correct name? 

Mr. Irskowrrz. That is the name that appears on my birth certificate. 

Mr. TaveNNER. On your birth certificate ! 

Mr. Irskowrrz. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you were subpenaed under the name of Harry 
J. Gordon ? 

Mr. Irsxowrrz. No. My subpena reads Harry Gordon Itskowitz. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, then, that is your correct name? 

Mr. Itskowirz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you are also known by the name of Harry J. 
Gordon, are you not? 

Mr. Irskow1rz. No; that “J,” is not familiar to me, sir. 

Mr. TAvenner. Then you are known as Harry Gordon? 

Mr. ItsKowirz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation, Mr. Gordon ? 

Mr. Irskow1rz. At present, salesman. 

Mr. TavennerR. Salesman ¢ 

Mr. Ivsxowirz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you held that position ? 

Mr. Irskowrrz. For about 3 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time, how were you employed ? 

Mr. Irskowi1rz. I worked as a weaver and carding-room operator. 
See, the title of that was machine carding tender. 

Mr. Tavenner. And prior to that how were you employed ? 

Mr. Irskowrrz. I worked for the Government—United States Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Tavenner. For the Federal Government ? 

Mr. Itskow1rz. For the Federal Government; yes, sir. 

Mr. TAveNNER. In what capacity ? 

Mr. Irsxowrrz. I was a communicator with the Civil Aeronautics 
Administration. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you so employed ? 

Mr. Itskowirz. Well, I'll start right at the beginning with my Gov- 
ernment service. I was first hired by the Weather Bureau in New 
York City, about 1939, for a period of about 2 years; then transferred 
to Civil Aeronautics. The first assignment was Glens Falls, N. Y. 
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I worked at the station there for about a year, and with promotion 
and transfer again to a larger station up in Maine—Millinocket, Maine, 
where I worked for 6 months, and transferred to the Albany Airport. 

Mr. Tavenner. That would make the date of your transfer to Albany 
when ? 

Mr. Irsxowrrz. About 1944, I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you remained in that work here until 40-—— 

Mr. Irskowrrz. Seven. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you first bec: ame employed by the United 
States Government, did you file form 57, or at any subsequent time 
file form 57? 

At this point Mr. Itskowitz conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mr. Irsxowrrz. I’m not familiar with the form. I am not familiar 
with the form, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you file an application for employment? 

Mr. Irskowirz. As you very well know, before one goes into Fed- 
eral service, you do have to file application; take examinations, which 
I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the application contained a question asking 
whether or not you were at that time or had ever been a member of 
an organization which advocated the overthrow of the United States 
Government ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Itskowitz conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mr. Irsxowrrz. Offhand, sir, I don’t remember exactly how those 
applications were worded and just what questions—it’s been many 
years ago now, and I’m not at all familiar with Government apph- 
cations. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, at the time you began your employment with 
the United States Government in 1939, were you a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Irsxowrrz. I refuse to answer that question on the ground that 
any answer I give would tend to incriminate me—under the fifth 
amendment. 

In recent weeks various members of this committee have said 

Yes, si 

Mr. oe The witness will confine his answers 

Mr. Irsxowt1rz. I have replied, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. To the reason for refusing to answer questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the reason for the termination of your 
employment with the Government in 1947? 

Mr. Irsxowrrz. A hearing was to be held, and I resigned. 

Mr. Tavenner. A hearing was to held by whom? 

Mr. Irsxowrrz. I don’t remember the title of that particular group 
that were going to hold a hearing, but that is the time I did resign. 

Mr. Kearney. What were you charged with? 

Mr. Irsxow1tTz. I was not charged. 

Mr. Scuerer. What was the hearing about? 

Mr. Irskow1Tz. Questioning my loyalty after many years. 

Mr. Scnerer. Well, that is a charge. 

Mr. Kearney. You don’t call that a charge? 

(At this point Mr. Itskowitz conferred with Mr. Colloms.) 

Mr. Kearney. I'd say it was a very serious charge to question one’s 
loyalty to one’s country. 

"Mr. Irsxowirz. The question was concerning my loyalty. 
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Mr. Kearney. To your country? 

Mr. Ivskowrrz. That was the—it wasn’t a charge. 

Mr. Kearney. It was a claim? 

Mr. Irskowrrz. It was a question; yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. That is what you were to be tried on? 

Mr. Irsxowrrz. It was a question concerning my loyalty. 

Mr. Kearney. Before they had a chance to find out, you resigned ? 

Mr. Irskowrrz. Which was my privilege. 

Mr. Kearney. That is right. It was their privilege to try you also. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that question the question of whether or not 
you were a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Irsxowirz. I refuse to answer that question on the ground that 
any answer I give might tend to incriminate me—under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, you were identified here today by Mr. John 
Davis, who was an organizer for the Communist Party in this area, 
as having been a member in 1946 and 1947, the very period of your 
employment by the Federal Government. 

Was his testimony true or false in identifying you as a party 
member ¢ 

Mr. Irskowirz. I refuse to answer that question on the same 
grounds, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Irsxowrr1z. I refuse to answer that question, sir, on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Kearney. If you were not a member of the Communist Party, 
would you so state ? 

Mr. Irskowrrz. I refuse to answer that question, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. While you were an employee of the Federal Govern- 
ment, did you submit to any directives or discipline of the Commun- 
ist Party? 

Mr. Irskowirz. I refuse to answer that question, sir, on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you pass any information to the Communist 
Party while you were an employee of the Federal Government ? 

Mr. Irskowrrz. I did my job well, faithfully. I’ve had an excellent 
record in Government service. My efficiency reports were excellent. 
I always did my job, and did it good. 

Mr. Scurrer. Now, will you answer the question ? 

Mr. Irsxowrrz. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds—— 

Mr. Kearney. Were you engaged in any espionage work while you 
were working for the United States Government ? 

Mr. Itskowitz. I refuse to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Kearney. By that, I mean espionage work for a foreign power 
or for the Communist Party. 

Mr. Itsxowirz. I refuse to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Kearney. Well, I can now see why you were going to have a 
trial, and why certain charges were filed against you. 

Is that all, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir; I have no further questions. 

Mr. Kearney. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Tavenner. Evelyn Goldstein. 
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Mr. Kearney. Will you hold up your right hand? 

Do you swear that the testimony you are about to give shall be the 
‘uth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
Mrs. Golpstretn. I do. 

Mr. Cottoms. May I repeat the same request ? 

Mr. Kearney. The same request is granted, under the ruling of 
the committee. 


t 


— 


TESTIMONY OF EVELYN GOLDSTEIN, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, ALBERT L. COLLOMS 


Mr. ‘TAVENNER. What is your name, please? 

Mrs. GoutpsTein. Evelyn Goldstein. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a native of Albany? 

Mrs. Gotpsretn. No; I was born on 52 Jefferson Street, New York 
City. 

Mr. 'TaveNNER. When did you move to Albany ? 

Mr. Goutpsrern. In 1940. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training was? 

Mrs. Gotpsrrrn. I went up to 214 years of high school. 

Mr. TavenNer. In New York City? 

Mrs. Gotpsrrern. No; I started it in Hartford, Conn. I had my 
first year of high school there after graduating from grammar school, 
and had a year and a half in Brooklyn. 

Mr. Tavenner, Excuse me. Will you tell me again when you 
came to Albany ? 

Mrs. GoLpsTEIn. In 1940. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been employed at any time since? 

Mrs. Gotpsrern. Yes; I am an office worker. 

Mr. TAveNNER. What type of office work? 

I am not asking you to name your employer, but what type of 
office work? Was it with the Government? 

Mrs. GoLpsTEern. No. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Was it with a mercantile establishment, law office, 
or what? 

Mrs. Gotpstern. I was a bookkeeper for business establishments. 

Mr. TavenNER. A business establishment. 

Were you living in Albany in 1946 and 1947? 

Mrs. Goupsretn. In November of 1946 I moved to Gloversville, 
N. Y., and lived there until September of 1952. 

Mr. Tavenner. It has been stated by Mr. John Davis that he was 
assigned to the position of a Communist Party organizer in 1946, 
and that he was brought to your home by Mr. Harold Klein, who was 
a Communist, who was a district organizer, superior in authority to 
him, and that he received from you and Mr. Klein the names of per- 
sons whom he should contact as the principal leaders of the Commu- 
nist Party in Albany for purposes of reorganization of the party here. 
Will you tell the committee whether or not such a meeting took place 
in your home / 

Mrs. Gorpsrern. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
that I need not bear witness against myself. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You were identified by Mr. Davis as having been 
a member of the section committee, sometimes referred to as the county 
committee and other times the city committee, of the Communist 
Party in this area. Was he correct in that testimony or not / 

Mrs. Gotpsve1n. I decline to answer for the same reasons as pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you ever on the payroll of the Communist 
Party? 

Mrs. Goupstetn. I refuse to answer that for the very same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you engage in Communist Party activities at 
any time during 1946 or 1947 in the area of Albany ? 

Mrs. GoLpsTEIN. Same declination for the same reason. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. GoLpsTEIN. Same declination for the same reason. 

Mr. TavennerR. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Go.tpsrern. Same answer; same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mrs. Gotpstern. Thank you. 

Mr. Kearney. The witness is excused. 

The witnesses who have been subpenaed will report at 10 o’clock 
tomorrow morning. Until that time, the committee will be in recess. 

(Whereupon, at 4:30 p. m., the hearing was recessed to reconvene 
at 10 a. m., Thursday, July 16, 1953.) 





INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
ALBANY, N. Y., AREA--PART 2 


THURSDAY, JULY 16, 1953 


Untrep States House or RepresentATIvVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Albany, N. z 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to recess, at 10 a.m., in court room No. 1 of the Federal 
Building, Albany, N. Y., Hon. Bernard W. Kearney (chairman of 
the subcommittee) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Bernard W. Kearney 
and Gordon H. Scherer. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner Jr., counsel; Thomas 
W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk; James A. Andrews, and Earl L. Fuoss, 
investigators. 

Mr. Kearney. The committee will be in order. 

Are you ready for your first witness ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

I would like to call Dr. Louis J. Lubin. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you swear the testimony you are about to give 
before this committee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Lewis. Mr. Chairman, may I request the usual rule respecting 
the radio? 

Mr. Kearney. Yes; the request is granted and there will be no 
broadcasting, under the rules of the committee. 


TESTIMONY OF LOUIS J. LUBIN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
ROBERT LEWIS 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Dr. Lusi. Louis J. Lubin. 

Mr. TavenneER. Will youspell your first name ¢ 

Dr. Lupin. L-o-u-i-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are Dr. Louis J. Lubin, are you not? 

Dr. Lupin. Of dentistry ; yes, sir. 

Mr. TavenneR. Are you accompanied by counsel 

Dr. Lupin. Yes, sir; lam. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Lewis. My name is Robert Lewis. My office is at 104 East 40th 
Street in the city of New York. 

2537 








2538 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES [N THE ALBANY AREA 


Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Dr. Lubin / 

Dr. Lusry. In Albany, in 1909. 

Mr. Tavenner. You state that your profession is that of dentistry ? 

Dr. Lupin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been engaged in the practice of 
dentistry in Albany ? 

Dr. Luni. Since 1934, with the exception of the time that I spent 
in the Army. 

Mr. TavENNER. What was the period of time you were in the Army ? 

Dr. Lusry. From October 1942 to March 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been ? 

Dr. Lustn. I had 2 years of predental and 3 years of dentistry at 
the University of Michigan and 1 year postgraduate work in dentistry 
at the University of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. TavenNer. W - n did you complete your educational training ? 

Dr. Luni. In 193 

Mr. TaveNNER. So you began immediately upon the completion of 
your preparation for dentis try, the practice of dentistry in Albany ? 

Dr. Lupin, Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Lubin, there has been testimony before this 
committee during this week, and there has been investigation con- 
ducted by the staff of this committee which indicates that you have 
or should have knowledge of the operations of the Communist Party 
in this area, and I would like to call upon you to answer certain ques- 
tions regarding Communist Party activities in this area. I would 
like you to tell he committee, , for instance, all that you know, if any- 
thing, regarding the plan of the Communist Party to raise money in 
this area for the purposes of he party. Do you have knowledge of 
such matters ¢ 

Dr. Lusriy. I would like to decline to answer this question on the 
basis of the first and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. You state that you would like to decline. 

Mr. Lunin. I do decline. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. John Davis identified you as a member of the 
professional cell or group of the Communist Party in Albany during 
the period of 1946 and 1947. Was he telling the truth in identifying 
you as a member of that group? 

Dr. Lusty. I decline to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Dr. Lusry. I decline to answer this question for the same reasons. 

Mr. TavENNER. Have you made any contribution of any character 
to the Communist Party? 

Dr. Lupry. I decline to answer this question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Dr. Lusty. I decline to answer this question for the same reasons, 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kearney. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Sidney Belinky. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you swear the testimony you are about to give 
shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 


» 


Mr. Beutnxy. I do. 
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TESTIMONY OF SIDNEY BELINKY, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
FRANKLIN P. GAVIN 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Betrnxy. Sidney Belinky. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name, please ? 

Mr. Betrnxy. B-e-]-i-n-k-y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Betinxy. I am, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Gavin. Franklin P. Gavin, 202 State Street, Albany, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born # 

Mr. Berrnxy. In Albany, in March of 1920. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived in Albany all of your life? 

Mr. Beiinxy. I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your trade or profession / 

Mr. Bertrnxy. I am a laundry worker. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
educational training has consisted of ? 

Mr. Betinxy. Well, the public school and high school. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you complete your high-school training? 

Mr. Beurnxy. I graduated in June of 1937. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state briefly what your record of employ- 
ment has been since 1938 ¢ 

Mr. Betrnxy. Well, I've always done laundry work. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been an employee of the Federal Govern- 
ment at any time? 

Mr. Betrnxy. No; I have not, sir. 

Mr. Gavin. Mr. Chairman, I would like you to ask the photog- 
raphers to cease taking photographs while the witness is testifying 
and ask the radio broadcast 

Mr. Kearney. There will be no photographs taken when the wit- 
ness starts to testify, and, on your request, there will be no broadcast. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been an employee of the State of New 
York at any time? 

Mr. Betrnxy. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been identified in the course of the testi- 
mony here as having been a member of the Communist Party in 
Albany during the years 1946 and 1947. I want to know first, whether 
or not that testimony is correct. If it is, then I will want to ask you 
questions regarding your knowledge of Communist Party activities 
here. So, first, will you state whether or not the identification of you 
was correct ? 

(At this point Mr. Belinky conferred with Mr. Gavin.) 

Mr. Betinxy. I respectfully refuse to answer on the grounds that 
the testimony might incriminate—tend to incriminate or degrade me. 

Mr. Tavenner. I might say it has been decided by the highest court 
of the land that it would not be a sufficient legal excuse in answering 
a question to claim that to answer it might tend to degrade you. How- 
ever, you have relied upon the fifth amendment, which is recognized 
by the courts and by this committee as a proper ground for refusing 
to answer, if you are relying on it in good faith. 

Mr. Betinxy. Yes; I am relying on it in good faith. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 
Mr. Be_ttnxy. Same answer, for the same reasons. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Kearney. The witness is excused. 
Mr. Tavenner. I would like to call as the next witness Mr. Samuel 

Evens. 

Will Mr. Samuel Evens come forward, please ? 

Mr. Kearney. Will you stand and hold up your rigged hand, please ? 

Do you swear the testimony you are about to give before this com- 
mittee shall a the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. Evens. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF SAMUEL EVENS 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Evens. My name is Samuel Evens. 

Mr.'Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Evens? 

Mr. Evens. I was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., February 15, 1908. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Evens. No, sir. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. It isthe practice of the committee to explain to every 
witness who ap pears be ie it that he has the right to counsel, if he so 
lesires it, and that he has a right at any time during the course of his 
testimony to consult counsel. So, I want to make certain that you 
understood that. 

Mr. Evens. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understand, you do not desire counsel at the 
moment ¢ 

Mr. Evens. Not at the moment. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation, Mr. Evens? 

Mr. Evens. I am an examiner for the State of New York, in the 
department of taxation and finance. 

Mr. TAvVENNER. How po a dit mn tee in ‘thi it work ? 

Mr. Evens. I started employment there February 2, 1942, and I am 
still there at present. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Evens. Public school, high school, and a number of years at 
evening college. 

Mr. TavenNER. When did you complete your college work ? 

Mr. Evens. To the best of my knowledge, it was sometime in June 
1932. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your rec- 
ord of employment has been since, say, the year 1938 ? 

Mr. Evens. I was employed in New York with a wholesale and 
leather finance concern prior to coming to work for the State of New 
York, and that was prior to 1938. It was sometime either ’32 or 
33 that I went to work for them, soni stayed there until February 2, 
1942. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your next employment? 

Mr. Evens. I went to work for the State of New York on February 
2, 1942. 
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Mr. ‘Tavenner. Where did you engage in that work? 

Mr. Evens. In Albany, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you come to Albany at that time for the first 
time? 

Mr. Evens. That’s correct, sir. 

Mr. Pawistone, How long did you remain in the State employment 

1 Albany ? 

Mr. Evens. Until May 1, 1948. 

Mr. Taverne. After May 1, 1948, how were you employed ? 

Mr. Evens. I was transferred to New York, where I took up my 
duties as an examiner there. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you have been in New York since that time ¢ 

Mr. Evens. Since that time; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. There has been testimony before this committee 
and the investigation of the staff has also disclosed that you were a 
member of the Communist Party during the period that you were 
employed by the State of New York in the city of Albany; is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Evens. That’s correct, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first join the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Evens. In May of 1940. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was about 2 years prior to your coming to 
the city of Albany? 

Mr. Evens. That’s right, siz 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, the cireum- 
stances under which you first became a member and the group to which 
you were assigned ¢ 

Mr. Evens. Well, I had been reading a lot about various things in 
the papers, and I used to hear the Communists talk at street corners, 
and I began to read some of their literature, and I began to feel that 
they, at least, offered somewhat of a solution to some of the personal 
prob ‘lems that were affecting me. 

I was working extremely hard at that time and was getting very 
little in the way of salary. I had a family to support, and I found 
the going very difficult and, having heard them at street corners and 
having read their literature, I came to the conclusion that they were 
operating in the interests of the American people. 

Therefore, one day I just decided I would like to join them, and I 
went up to some address on New Utrecht Avenue in Brooklyn, and I 
asked to join the party. I imagine after some preliminary investi- 
gation they decided to accept me. 

Mr. Tavenner. What group or unit of the Communist Party was it 
you were assigned to? 

Mr. Evens. It was a neighborhood branch. What the name was, I 
couldn’t tell you. I don’t remember at this point. 

Mr. TAavENNER. a long did you remain in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Evens. I know I definitely left the Communist Party on May 
1, 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. Which was the date that you left the city of Albany ? 

All right; let’s go back to the time you first joined the party. After 
you were assigned to a neighborhood group of the Communist Party, 
Were you given any course of instruction or indoctrination into the 
work of the party ¢ 
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Mr. Evens. They had some study groups which met in private homes, 
I cannot tell you where they met, because I do not remember. The 
group that met more or less represented new recruits and the ideology 
of the party was gone over in a general way, and we were asked to 
give our views of questions, and that was the way the course was run. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall at this time the general character of 
the literature you say was given to you for study ? 

Mr. Evens. Well, there were always pamphlets being issued cover- 
ing current situations. Then there were pamphlets covering the 
classical literature put out by the Communist Party, such as Stalinism, 
Leninism, and various works they had written. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether the History of the Soviet 
Union was one ? 

Mr. Evens. Well, there was one book that is known as the History 
of the CPU—Soviet Union—but I read that before I enrolled in the 
Communist Party. 

Mr, Tavenner. Did your participation in Communist Party activ- 
ities in New York have any bearing of any character upon your being 
employed in the city of Albany ? 

Mr. Evens. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your transfer to the city of Albany was entirely 
independent of any Communist Party membership or activity on your 
part ¢ 

Mr. Evens. It absolutely had no bearing. I had taken the exami- 
nation for the job some time in 1937, when I was not a member of the 
Communist Party, and I was reached for appointment on February 
2, 1942. 

Mr. Tavenner. After you were transferred to work in Albany, 
what was the first contact that you had with the Communist Party 
here ? 

Mr. Evens. ne ell, I received the appointment on a temporary basis, 
and on April 25, 1942, I was told that the job would be given to me 
permanently. 

I believe that after that a person who is now deceased contacted 
me and asked me to come around to a meeting of the Communist Party, 
and I went with him. I believe the meeting was at Italian Hail. 
I couldn’t be quite certain about it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall how that individual learned of your 
Communist Party associations in New York, if he did know of it? 

Mr. Evens. Well, I can only surmise that, because, I may have been 
in contact with some people in New York and they evidently wrote 
him that I had been a member in New York, and he had this informa- 
tion, and he came to me and told me that he knew I had been a member 
and asked me if I would join the party up here. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a result of that invitation, did you join the 
Communist Party here ? 

Mr. Evens. I joined the Communist Party up here. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was in April 1942. 

Did you remain a member of the Communist Party in the city of 
Albany until you left here in May 1948? 

Mr. Evens. That’s correct, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, in a general 
way, the nature of the work of the Communist Party as you experi- 
enced it while you were here? 
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Mr. Evens. Well, we would generally meet some time in the Public 
Hall. During the war I believe the meetings were more public than 
private because, in general, the Communist Party was one with the 
aims of the Government prosecuting the war against Germany. So, 
there was no effort on their part, I believe, at that time to cone eal 
their activities; and later on, toward the end of the war, when the 
party basically began to disagree with the Government and change 
its attitude toward the Government, in the sense that it supported 
Russia rather than the United States, it began to meet in private 
homes. 

Mr. TavenneR. Were those secret meetings ¢ 

Mr. Evens. Well, that’s hard to say because we weren’t specifically 
told they were secret. That is, I believe so, but in general I would 

say that party members would be informed in one w: ay or another. 
Of course, occasionally you might be asked to bring along somebody 
who could be trusted. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the organizer for the Communist Party in 
this area when you first became a member ? 

Mr. Evens. When I first became a member ? 

Mr. 'TaveNNER. I mean when you first affiliated with the party in 
Albany. 

Mr. Evens. Oh, there was so many changes of organizers that I 
am unable to state at present who those organizers were. 

The party up here—the group—appeared to be functioning very 
badly. They couldn’t attract any new membership, and whatever it 
tried Yo flat. So, there was constant prodding by someone—who it 
was, I don’t know—to get something done up here, and naturally any 
organizer that came up here just couldn’t make any headway, and the 
result was they didn’t last long enough for me to get to know them. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many Cc ommunist Party organizers were there 
during the period of your membership here, if you can recall ? 

Mr. Evens. I wouldn’t be too specific about it, but there might have 
been anywhere from 5 to 10 different organizers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you remember at this time the names of any of 
them ? 

Mr. Evens. I do not, sir. They changed so rapidly. I may have 
seen them at one or two meetings, and then I didn't see them again. 

Mr. Tavenner. You state that. you met at the homes of the members 
particularly after the time there seemed to be a divergence in purposes 
between the Communist Party and the policies of the United States. 
Will you state the names of the persons in whose homes your group 
met ¢ 

Mr. Evens. Various homes—Morris Zuckman’s, and a number of 
others. I don’t remember them all. I remember the names, but I do 
not remember just what particular homes we met in. I know—I know 
a John Davis came up here. Most of the meetings were held in his 
home. His home became the meeting place for the average—for the 
meetings that took place after he came up. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you discover during the course of your mem- 
bership here there were separate groups of the Communist Party 
here ? 

Mr. Evens. There was a lot of talk about setting up separate groups, 
but they didn’t have much success. 
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There was talk about a Nob Hill group. There was talk about x 
South End group. They tried to set them up, but they didn’t succeed 
very well. In other words, they hash have one meeting, and they 
just couldn't cel together for another 6 months. That would app 1) 
particularly to the South End group, but as far as I know the Nol 
Hill group was never actu: uly in being. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend meetings of various groups that 
were here? 

Mr. Evens. Well, the group I attended—I don’t know what they 
called it—that was the central group, you might say, I attended ] 
would say 99 percent of the time those were the meetings I attended— 
were the central group in Albany. 

Mr. TAvenneErR. The central group / 

Mr. Evens. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do not recall the name of the group ? 

Mr. Evens. I don’t know that it had—the name might be the Albany 
Communist Party. That would be—— 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Will you describe as nearly as you can the type of 
employment of the individuals who made up that group ? 

Mr. Evens. Well. there were State employees, housewives, profes- 
sional men, some businessmen. As far as workers were concerned. to 
my knowledge there was only one in the time I was up here—that is, 
an actual ® rson who worked in industry—because the party never 
seemed to be able to attract that type of person into its ranks. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was that one group you spoke of in labor? 

Mr. Evens. Well, what I mean is this was one particular group and 
it met in various homes. 

Mr. Tavenner. A group has been described here as the profes- 
sional group, and the testimony was that members of professions and 
most of the members who were employed by the State belonged to it. 


Is that the group of which you were a member ¢ 
Mr. Evens. Well, I don’t know that they called it a professional 
group. It was just a canes group. In other words, the member- 


ship in Albany was so few in numbers that outside of talk in splitting 
it up in groups, there was no point in having more than one group. 
What they called it, to the best of my knowledge, would be the Albany 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Scurrer. What type of profession or occupation did the people 
who belonged to this group you are describing engage in? 

Rn si Evens. A minority of this group were State ‘employees—that 

, from the viewpoint of numbers—but they exercised the effective 
ntrol of the party. 

"Me. Scuerer. Was there any other group that had a larger number 
within the party here in Albany than the State employees? 

Mr. Evens. Not particularly. They were divided. In other words, 
the number I knew, which possibly might be around 37—about 10 or 
11 were State employees, which would indicate that the State em- 
ployees themselves were a minority; but, of course, some had their 
wives belonging to it and then the rest would consist of housewives, 
and 1 or 2 businessmen, a professional man—I mean about 2 or 3 
professional men—and so forth. Actually what happened was that, 
while the group was of a certain number, most of the meetings would 
be attended by State employees. 
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Mr. Scnerer. Well, they comprised the largest single group within 
the party, did they not? 

Mr. Evens. I believe that is correct, 

Mr. Scuerer. Although they were in the minority, they composed 
the largest single group; is that what you are trying to tell us? 

Mr. Evens. That’s correct, sir. 

Mr. Scnerer. And they dominated the party activities here in 
Albany ? 

Mr. Evens. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many employees were there in your particular 
branch of government work ? 

Mr. Evens. You mean where I was employed? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Evens. Well, it varied from time to time, but I think at one 
time it reached as much as 150 people. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any special concentration of Communist 
Party members in that group ? 

Mr. Evens. No, sir; I was the only one, plus another fellow, who 
was a member of the Communist Party. In other words, of the total, 
of the amount of people in the office, only two were Communists 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any effort made by the Communist 
Party to attempt to infiltrate any particular branch of the State 
rovernment 4 

Mr. Evens. Well, outside of the ordinary union activity that went 
on, we had the United Public Workers up there, and they always 
took the pos! ition that they *d like to see the State employees gets a 
raise. So the union, or through the efforts of fellows like myself—we 
would pass out leaflets urging the employees to request raises or 
increases of pay. 

Mr. Scuerer. That wasn’t hard, was it? 

Mr. Evens. What was that? 

Mr. Scuerer. I said that wasn’t difficult, was it ? 

Mr. Evens. No. I mean, you could always get the State employees 
to agree to that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, the point I am asking and inquiring about is 
whether or not, in your judgment, there was any effort of the Com- 
munist Party to increase its membership among State employees 
because they were State employees, or was it because of the oppor- 
tunities that it gave for developing union work ? 

Mr. Evens. If they made any effort to infiltrate, it was through the 
union, in the sense that if you could get people to do it—join the 
union—eventually you might be able to get them to understand the 
Communist point of view; but actually I don’t believe any efforts were 
made—that is, I, personally, wouldn’t inject Communist ideology in 
the office in that sense. That is, to my knowledge, I wouldn’t inject 
it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; but the effort would be made through con- 
tacts by party members with the unions among the St: ite employees ? 

Mr. Evens. Through the United Public Workers. They would 
pass out these various leaflets and, of course, trying to interest the 
employees in bettering their conditions. 

Mr. Scuerer. Who was the author of the leaflets? 

Mr. Evens. Well, as far as I know, the union put it out itself, and 
just where the source of it was I’m unable to state. Of course, they 
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had contacts with the New York office, and naturally they would get 
ideas, I imagine, from that source because the union was operating 
throughout the entire State. 

Mr. Scuerer. Of course, that is a legitimate union activity. The 
question is: Did the Communist group itself dominate the unions 
here, or that union, particularly the union you are talking about? 

Mr. Evens. I would say that since most of the members were Com- 
munists that they did dominate the union here. I mean we had very 
few State employees in it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Approximately how many State employees were 
there, to your knowledge, who were members of the Communist Party 
at any one time while you were here ¢ 

Mr. Evens. In the office were two. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not speaking of just your office. 

Mr. Evens. I would say about 9 or 10. I mean, if I were to enu- 
merate them, 1 would be more exact. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the number you can recall? 

Mr. Evens. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us the names of all of those whom 
you can recall among the State employees who were known to you to 
he members of the Communist Party ‘ 

Mr. Evens. Am I allowed to refer to notes ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; if you desire. 

Mr. Evens. There was Rena Dodd, Betty Laros, John Wright, and 
Arthur Wright, who I understand resigned later on. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, just a moment. How was Arthur Wright 
employed ¢ Do you recall ? 

Mr. Evens. Well, outside of what I read in the newspapers, I didn't 
know exactly. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. You have no recollection of your own as to how 
he was employed at that time é 

Mr. Evens. No; I knew he was employed by the State, but I didn’t 
know exactly where. 

Mr. Tavenner. And how is it that you know he was a member of 
the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Evens. Well, I sometimes would see him at Communist Party 
meetings. 

Mr. WKearney. There was no one outside of Communists allowed 
at these Communist Party meetings, was there? 

Mr. Evens. That is correct. 

Mr. Kearney. In other words, that would be a meeting of the 
Communist Party / ; 

Mr. Evens. Well, I would say, according to the way you put it, 
except on very rare occasions the attendance at the party meetings 
would be that of party members. 

Mr. Kearney. In other words, what you would call closed meetings ? 

Mr. Evens. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, do you recall that he took any part in the 
discussions at the Communist Party meetings at which you saw him? 

Mr. Evens. Well, L would say Arthur Wright was not very active 
at these meetings. He was a quiet sort of fellow and didn’t go in 
much for discussion. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Are you acquainted with John Wright ? 

Mr. Evens. I am, sir. 
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Mr. ‘Tavenner. Was he also a member of the Communist Party 
group ¢ : 

Mr. Evens. He was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether there was any close rela- 
tionship between John Wright and Arthur Wright? 

Mr. Evens. I] knew they were brothers. 

Mr. Krarnry. but John was not the quiet type? 

Mr. Evens. Well, I mean—that’s a matter of interpretation. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is what! 

Mr. Evens. He was considerably more active than his brother, if 
that is what you mean. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Now, was Jolin Wright a State employee ? 

Mr. Evens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I interrupted you in stating the names of those 
who were members of the Communist Party among State employees. 
Will you proce ed, please ! 

Mr. Evens. There was Bill Bottcher, who left the State employ. 
I don’t recollect just when. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me state this to you: If during the period of 
your membership you had reason to believe that any of the persons 
whose names you are now giving to the committee withdrew from the 
Communist Party, | would like for vou to state so 

Mr. Evens. Well, I stated that I believe that Arthur Wright with- 
drew or resigned. I once met him, and he told me he was resigning. 
That’s as far as it went. I don’t recollect whether I ever saw him again 
at any meetings, but I know that he did tell me he was resigning. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did = state the reason ¢ 

Mr. Evens. No, sir; he didn’t give me any particular reason. 

There was Bill Bottcher. He left the State employ. Whether he 
resigned or not, I don’t know. 

There was Irving Gold. 

And then there was Leon Shapiro. 

When John Davis was forced out or resigned from the Communist 
Party, Leon Shapiro got pretty mad about the whole thing and he said 
he was quitting the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did Shapiro get mad about? 

Mr. Evens. I know there was some sort of argument over whether 
Davis was to exercise leadership or not in the party, outside—of course, 
I read in the papers—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, don’t state what you read in the papers. 

Mr. Evens. No; I see. 

I didn’t know exactly with whom Davis had the argument and what 
it was all about. I didn’t know at that time, but 1 thought that he 
did have an argument with Morris Zuckman. I don’t know of him 
having an argument with anybody else, and Leon Shapiro was pretty 
mad about this, and after Davis resigned said he was getting out of 
the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you at that point: Were you personally 
acquainted with Morris Zuckman ¢ 

Mr. Evens. I was, sir. 

Mr. TavenNER. Do you have any personal knowledge of the dispute 
that arose between Davis and Zuckman about the control of the party 
activities ? 
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Mr. Evens. I had no personal knowledge at that time. It was never 
told to me. I believe I asked, but nobody ever told me what it was. 
That’s the impression I get now. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, proceed. 

Mr. Evens. Do you want me to continue? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. You are now giving us the names of the p p er- 
sons who were State employees, who were known to you to be members 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Evens. Elias Schwarzbart. 

I don’t see any others here. 

Did I mention David Rappaport? 

Mr. Tavenner. No; you have not. Was he a member? 

Mr. Evens. He was, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee whether or not he was 
active in the Communist Party affairs ! 

Mr. Evens. I would say he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he a member of this group of the Communist 
Party at the time you left it in May 1948! 

Mr. Evens. I couldn’t be certain, sir, but I know he was a member 
during the time I was there. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you know David Rappaport’s wife? 

Mr. Evens. I did. 

Mr. Scurrer. Was she a member of the party ? 

Mr. Evens. I’m not absolutely certain, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were the wives of any of the other persons you have 
mentioned members of the Communist Party, to your knowledge # 

Mr. Evens. Well, I couldn’t be certain, but 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment. I don’t want you to mention the 
name of any person you are not certain about. 

Mr. Evens. Well, then, I couldn’t say. I couldn’t say. I mean, I 
saw their wives around, but whether they were members, I couldn’t 
say. 

Mr. Scuerer. You say you saw them around. You mean at Com- 
munist Party meetings? 

Mr. Evens. Well, I may have been introduced to them in a casual 
way, and I wasn’t quite certain whether they were members of the 
party or not. That is to the best of my memory. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have stated there were housewives who were 
members of your group of the Communist Party. Possibly if you 
would tell us who they were at this time it might help us to clear 
that up. 

Mr. Evens. There was Hannah Shapiro. 

Mr. arene Hannah Shapiro. 

Mr. Evens. Clara Davis. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment. Hannah Shapiro was the wife of 
Leon Shapiro? 

Mr. Evens. Of Leon Shapiro. There was Clara Davis. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Who was her husband ? 

Mr. Evens. John Davis was her husband. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. Evens. Then there was Frances Gordon Itskowitz. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was her husband’s name? 

Mr. Evens. Harry Gordon Itskowitz. 
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Mr. Tavennes. Do you know whether Mrs. Gordon was referred 
to by some other name or some nickname? 

Mr. Evens. Mike. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What about Harry Gordon himself? 

Mr. Evens. Well, I understood he was an employee of the Federal 
Government. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, was he a member of the Communist Party 
or not? 

Mr. Evens. He was. 

Well, then, there was Hilda Geller—G-e-]-l-e-r. 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. What was her husband’s name? 

Mr. Evens. Louis Geller. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Evens. He was. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. Evens. There was Anna Brickman, who, incidentally, was not 
very active. 

Mr. TaveENNeER. Will you spell it, please ? 

Mr. Evens. B-r-i-c-k-m-a-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. Evens. There was Evelyn Goldstein. 

There was Sarah Kaufman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment. Do you recall the husband of 
Evelyn Goldstein ? 

Mr. Evens. Nathan Goldstein. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Was Nathan Goldstein a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Evens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he a Government employee? 

Mr. Evens. No; he was an upholsterer. 

Mr. TaveENNER. Do you recall whether or not you attended a Com- 
munist Party meeting in her home? 

Mr. Evens. I think I did. I believe I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall any other circumstances regarding 
that meeting ? 

Mr. Evens. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. As to who attended ? 

Mr. Evens. There was nothing unusual in any of the meetings we 
attended there, outside of the discussions that were always going on. 

There was one unusual occasion when I was introduced to John 
Davis as the new organizer. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Where? 

Mr. Evens. There was one occasion I was introduced to John Davis 
as the new organizer. 

Mr. TavenNeR. Where did that meeting take place? 

Mr. Evens. At Evelyn Goldstein’s house. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Now, if you will continue with the housewives. 

Mr. Evens. There was Sarah Kaufman. 

Then there was Harriet Belinky. I was under the impression that 
both Harriet Belinky and Sidney Belinky resigned at one time. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Resigned from what ? 

Mr. Evens. From the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say at one time. 
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Mr. Evens. I know thev said they were resigning, and I don’t 
recall seeing them around for a long time, if at all, before I left 
Albany. 

I mean, this is something I’m telling you from memory. I’m giving 
you my impressions as I go along. 

There was Flo Cohen, but 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name! 

Mr. Evens. C-o-h-e-n. 

But I don’t believe I saw them more than once or twice at Commu 
nist Party meetings. 

Her husband, Ralph, was in the same category. I may have seen 
hir m once or twice. 

see, I couldn’t pin myself down as to the number of times I saw 
these people. 

And there was one girl there who had something to do with Russian 
relief. I cannot remember her name at all. Well, she and her 
husband I assume were members of the Communist Party, but I am 
unable to remember their names. I know he worked over at the 
Jewish Center. 

Mr. TavenNeR. Justa moment. If there is any uncertainty in your 
mind about their having been members of the group, don’t speculate 
about. it. 

Mr. Evens. There was no uncertainty in my mind they were mem- 
bers of the group, but I don’t remember their names. 

As I said before, his wife had something to do with the Russian 
relief. She was active in that, and he worked as sort of a physical 
instructor over at the Jewish Center 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there any other housewives who were mem 
bers of the group you have not named é 

Mr. Evens. I’m not certain in what category to put Amalia Cuc 
( hiara or Crago. ] know that she was employed at one time either by 
the Federal or the State. So, I don’t know whether to classify her 
as a housewife. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, you are uncertain as to how she should be 
classified as to employment, but what about membership in the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Evens. Well, she was a member. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is her name? 

Mr. Evens. Amalia Cucchiara or Crago. 

Mr. TaveENNER. Were you acquainted with her husband ? 

Mr. Evens. I was, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was his name? 

Mr. Evens. He was known as Joe Cucchiara or Crago. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he a member of your Communist group or not { 

Mr. Evens. He was. 

Wait—there’s another housewife—I don’t know if I—there are a 
couple more there. 

Jeanette Dworkin; did I mention her? 

And Stella Gold. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Who was the husband of Mrs. Dworkin ? 

Mr. Evens. Mike Dworkin. 

Mr. TavennerR. How was he employed; do you know? 

Mr. Evens. I understand he had some connection with the Federal 
Government. I wasn’t quite certain just what it was. 
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Mr. TAveNNER. Was hea member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Evens. Yes, sir; he was. 

Mr. TAavENNER. You mentioned the name of StellaGold. What was 
her husband’s name? 

Mr. Evens. Irving Gold. 

Mr. TAvennerR. You have previously identified him in your testi- 
mony as _ ing been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Evens. That’s correct. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I see you have a list before you there which you have 
testified from. Did you prepare that list of names after considering 
the whole question of membership ? 

Mr. Evens. That’s correct, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are there any other persons besides those that you 
have mentioned who were known to you to be members of the Com- 
munist Party in Albany? 

Mr. Evens. Janet Scott. 

Mr. Tavenner. How was she employed ? 

Mr. Evens. I understood she was a newspaperwoman. 

Mr. Evens. What was that name? 

Mr. Evens. Janet Scott. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell the first name ? 

Mr. Evens. J-a-n-e-t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether or not she held any office or 
position in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Evens. None that Ican remember. I know she was active, but 
I don’t know she held any particular office. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of her activity, if you can 
recall ? 

Mr. Evens. I’m sorry to say I don’t know sir. Outside of the fact 
she was a newspaperwoman, I didn’t know what she did outside the 
party meetings that we held. She would be there, and she would at 
times be in the discussions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are there others that you can identify ? 

Mr. Evens. There was John Piziomek, a barber. He was very 
active, 

There was Alexander Kolker. He was about the only one in the 
party who had any connection with industry. He worked in the rail- 
road yards, I believe. 

There was Harold Klein. He was not a member of our group 
directly, but he used to come over from Schenectady and coordinate the 
activities of the group. 

Mr. TavenNer. Was he an organizer for the party ‘ 

Mr. Evens. He was an organizer; yes, sir. 

Mr. TAVENNER. He was a “paid functionary ? 

Mr. Evens. I believe so, sir. 

There was Kelly Bud Douglas. I know him as Bud Douglas. 

Then there was Dr. Louis Lubin. 

(Representative Bernard W. Kearney left the hearing room at 
this point.) 

Mr. Evens. I believe I’ve named all of them, to the best of my 
ability. Wait a minute—there’s Bob Arnold. He was over at the 
Federal and then he left. I understand he went back to Nebraska. 

Mr. TAvenNeER. I am sorry. I didn’t understand you. Would you 
give that name again, please? 
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Mr. Evens. Bob Arnold. He was also in the Federal service, but 
he left, and the last I heard was he had gone back to Nebraska. 

I’ve given it to you not in the order which I gave them here; it’s 
conceivable I haven’t mentioned someone. So—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall a person by the name of William 
Winston ? 

Mr. Evens. Yes, sir; I saw him one time. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What were the circumstances ? 

Mr. Evens. This, I remember, was a meeting held in Italian Hall, 
and apparently the Communist Party of New York, to my knowledge, 
was so distressed over the lack of activity and the inability of the 
Communist Party to function here that the xy sent him down. I think 
it had something to do with the ousting of Earl Browder at that time, 
and he came down specifically for the purpose of getting the party to 
rally around the decisions made by the national party in New York, 
and also to try to get us to be more active, and he lectured us for about 
a half hour. 

Mr. ae NNER. Do you fe saps pr other occasions when function- 
aries of the Communist Party came here from New York and took part 
in your meetings / 

Mr. Evens. Well, there was one fellow, who I believe was a clergy- 
man, Who came to see us, and he sort of tied in religion with the Com- 
munist ideology, only he didn’t quite succeed because nobody seemed 
to want to believe him. I f: su to recall hisname. I know that he wrote 
for the Daily Worker, and that is about all I could say about it. 

Mr. TAVENNER, Where was he from? 

Mr. Evens. Well, I know he lived in New York. 

‘TAVENNER. When you say he came here, you mean that he 
came to Albany ¢ 

Mr. Evens. That’s correct, sir. 

Mr. TAVENNER. You stated that on May 1, 1948, you left the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Evens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were your reasons for leaving the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Evens. Well, I began to realize that the policy of the United 
States and Russia was not in agreement, and IJ felt rather unquiet 
about the whole situation, because I felt that, as an American, as a 
native-born American, I had to place my country’s interests first, and 
I began to have the feeling that the Communist Party was not in ac- 
cord with the same feeling I had, and I began to realize that after 
1945 Russia was forcing other countries under its domination in 
Europe to become Communist, and they did it through force and vio- 
lence; and all these things made me feel that I had to think twice 
about whether I should belong to the Communist Party or not. 

(Representative Bernard W. Kearney returned to the hearing room 
at this point. ) 

Mr. Evens. I began to do some reading of my own, which had abso- 
lutely no connection with the Mouaaauial Party literature, and it 
graduallv became clear to me that the Communist ideas were not 
quite as valid as I had thought them previously; and I came to the 
conelusion that our American system, which had been built up by 
individual initiative and freedom of thought, freedom of religion, 
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and everything contained in the Bill of Rights, and I felt this had 
done far more for America than Communist ideology ever could do. 

I also realized America had built up a marvelous industr ial capacity, 
something that had never been seen in the world before, and with that 
capacity to produce America could not go wrong very far. In other 
words, it had the means by which it could produce every conceivable 
necessity that the people of this country could want. 

And with that thought in mind I began to realize whereas in Europe 
the Russians were trying to industrialize their country and deny the 
people the ordinary decencies of life because of the tendency to 
rapidly industrialize, in the sense they built up far more ammunition 
than they did goods that were needed by the people for living—I felt 
that was wrong—that people were on this world in order to live and 
not to be made sacrifices for a small group. 

Of course, it’s true that we had a depression in this country, and it 
was pretty tough on us, and I realized that the American people had 
taken all that into consideration; they had learned a very valuable 
iesson from the depression, and that if it were possible they were going 
to avoid it. 

The original reason I joined the Communist Party was, as I said 
before—I had been working very hard, and under very difficult con- 
ditions, and I thought that from what the Communists said that they 
were trying to make conditions better for the American people in 
general. They claimed they were in the forefront of the activity to 
get us social security, unemployment insurance, minimum wage laws, 
and they claimed they had fought anti-Semitism, and so forth; and I 
also admired the fact that—I’d rather put it this way: The war in 
Europe had broken out and Hitler was indulging in an orgy of cruelty 
that had never existed in the world before. He was murdering people, 
Jewish people especially, by the millions, and it seemed to me there 
was no effective voice raised to put a stop to it—and I realized if this 
went on that sooner or later somebody would have to unite to stop 
Hitler from gaining world domination; and as he conquered the coun- 
tries in Europe, I realized there were only two forces in the world 
that could possibly stop him—and that was America and Russia. 

Those were the reasons I joined the party, but as I said before, I 
realized later on that there were other considerations, such as I ex- 
plained before, which led me to leave, and I haven’t had any contact 
with the party since. 

Mr. Scuerer. You know today the Communist Party—the Com- 
munist conspiracy—is anti-Semitic, don’t you ¢ 

Mr. Evens. I believe so, sir. I 

Mr. Scuerer. You were originally led to believe it was opposed to 
anti-Semitism; is that right? 

Mr. Evens. That’s right. I was originally led to believe that. 

Mr. Scuerer. But the party line has changed, as recent events have 
established, in that respect? 

Mr. Evens. They may have established that, but eventually their 
purpose is to do away w ith religion. Of course, they have a philosophy 
about it. It may sound attractive at first reading, but on close exami- 

nation you'll find out it doesn’t stand up. 

Mr. Scurrer. Well, that philosophy has to be somewhat attractive 
to attract people to the Soviet conspiracy or the Soviet thoughts ? 
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Mr. Evens. Naturally; but, personally I have been brought up in 
the Jewish religion, and I feel there is no force in the world that would 
make me abandon it, because I still try to maintain certain features of 
it, such as going to the synagogue on occasion and attending synagogue 
on the high holidays and observing various things in my home that 
are a part of the Jewish faith, and such as confirming my son when he 
is 13—when he was 13. All these things mean far more to me than 
anything that communism could teach me. 

Mr. Scuerer. In other words, while the Communist philosophy on 
the surface may appear attractive for the purpose of ensnaring peo- 
ple to the Communist ideology, nevertheless, they don’t practice what 
they preach; is that what you mean? ; 

Mr. Evens. Well, that’s the contradiction. It’s got a nice wrapper, 
but underneath the contents aren’t so good. 

Mr. Kearney. I understand, Mr. Evens, after you were subpenaed, 
you had a conference with Mr. Keniry, and at that time I understand 
you told him you were going to cooperate fully with the committee. 

Mr. Evens. I did, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. And you have, and I understand also that you are 
still working with the State. 

Mr. Evens. That’s correct, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Well, it is individuals like you, who show their co- 
operation, to whom we like to show our cooperation also, and we 
certainly intend to advise your superior officers that you have cooper- 
ated to the fullest extent with this committee and we are going to do 
all in our power to see that you do keep working for the State of New 
York. 

[t is an act of courage for you to come down here today, and you 
have shown by your testimony the exact contradiction of several other 
State employees who came before this committee on previous occa- 
sions and who arrogantly refused to answer any questions under their 
legal entitlements, as they said they were acting in good faith, which 
the Chair doesn’t believe for 1 minute; but I did allow them to refuse 
to answer, as I felt it was my duty. 

However, there is a great comparison between your testimony here 
today and the testimony of other State officers who resigned by request 
and who refused to cooperate in any manner. 

We think that it is the duty of all good Americans to cooperate 
with this committee because there is a criminal communistic con- 
spiracy existing in this country. The sooner the people wake up, the 
better off we are going to be as a Nation. 

Are there any further questions, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Evens. May I add something, sir? 

Mr. Kearney. Yes; you certainly can. 

Mr. Evens. I would like to say this: All those people who are mem- 
bers or have been members of the Communist Party—if they would 
turn around and attempt to reorient their ideas in connection with 
what they believe about communism, not to feel that this particular 
idea is the sole existing idea in the world that will provide the salva- 
tion, but to turn around and read things written by great men, perhaps 
even to read the Bible or to read other sources of economics, that they 
will readily begin to see that perhaps those particular Communist 
ideas they possess are not as valid as they would like to think. 
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We are witnessing now in Russia a struggle for power that should 
convince any except a fanatic that the leaders are not out to operate 
in the interests of the people in their countries. They, as Time aptly 
put it—where in the United States we have free elections and you can 
turn a man out of office when you think he’s no longer fit, it’s very 
doubtful if you can do that in Russia except through the process of 
murder. 

If the past week and the happenings in Russia haven’t convinced 
these people, then I say to them that they sooner or later are in for a 
sad disillusionment; and I honestly feel if they will reconsider their 
stand, they will realize that they have gotten and will get far more 
out of America than they could possibly get out of a nation across 
the sea which is ruled in a dictatorial and arbitrary manner. 

Mr. Kearney. Thank you. 

Mr. Counsel, are eens any further witnesses ? 

Mr. TAvENNER. _ Si 

Mr. Kearney. As the alien of this subeommittee, I would like 
to make the following statement: 

As the subcommittee of the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities completes its present hearings in the city of Albany, there 
are several matters which I feel should be called to the attention of 
the public. 

Two men occupying responsible positions in locals 471 and 583 of 
the Hotel and Restaurant Employees’ Union stated to the press in 
advance of the hearings that they propose rd to _ as volunt: ary 
witnesses and give the committee nll the facts within their knowledge 
regarding their Bee Communist Party activities. There is nothing 
unusual about the fact that they testified freely and extensively regard 
ing their former Communist Party membe srship, as this has been done 
on many other occasions by many other witnesses. However, it is 
apparent that the leadership and rank-and-file members of these 

respective locals encouraged these witnesses to take this commendable 

action. This is a clear indication to the subcommittee that these 
locals are assuming and will continue to assume their full share of 
responsibility in disclosing and eradicating the Communist conspiracy 
in our midst. 

The committee has exercised extreme care in conducting its hearings 
in such manner as not to interfere in any way with internal disputes 
within a labor union, or in controversies between management and 
labor. The committee, as often stated, is interested only in the inves- 
tigation of Communist activities of individuals who, through the 
manipulations of the Communist Party, have seized positions of 
leadership in important segments of the social, economic, and political 
life of this country. 

The committee recognizes the complete cooperation extended by the 
Honorable Thomas E. Dewey, chief executive of the State of New 
York—and I, personally, would like to add my thanks to the Honor- 
able Patrick J. Keniry for his activities during the past week. 

The thanks of the committee and the Congress of the United States 
is given to the police and security agencies of this area. We are 
indebted to the United States marshal’s office and the police depart- 
ment of Albany, without whose continuing assistance and coopera- 
tion it would have been difficult to properly conduct these hearings. 
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We would also like to express our appreciation to the superintendent 
of the Federal building, and to the employees of the building, whose 
unfailing courtesy and help have facilitated the orderly conduct of 
the work of the committee. 

We appreciate the courteous hospitality of the Honorable James T, 
Foley, United States district judge of the northern district of New 
Yor k, for per mitting us to use his courtroom and other fac ilities, 

To the gentlemen of the press and radio, the committee extends 
its thanks for giving full, complete, and objective coverage to these 
hear Ings. 

We are also grateful to the many citizens of the city of Albany and 
vicinity who have communicated their expressions of confidence and 
support to this committee in the performance of a difficult task. 

The committee hearings now stand adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 11:20 a. m., the hearing was adjourned.) 
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